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COLL Y OF BOSTON 
PARK EVALUATION 


Neighborhood: FOY BULLY 
poite Name: MASON FOOL Site Type: pint 
Location: CEDFIC ¢NOFFOLK  Acreage:0.44A 


Evaluation Team:sf ® &t- Weather Conditions: 
Evaluation Date:<P 2257 Su : 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 1 


Front of site facing 
onto Norfolk Avenue. 
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Site Photograph 2 


Side edge of site 
lacking in site 
improvements or 
maintenance. 


Site Photograph 3 


Chain link fence 
removed from edge 
of walkway. 
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Site Photograph 4 
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Condition of neighbor- 
hood at back of site. 


Site Photograph 5 % 


Damaged fencing. 
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Site Photograph 6 — 


Back of building. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD OF ROXBURY Cont’d. 


SQUARES AND MALLS Acreage 

RX-39. Cedar Square 0.6 
Cedar Street between Juniper and Thornton Streets 

RX-40. Not Within Scope of Survey. 

RX-41. Laviscount Plaza 0.62 


Townsend and Humboldt Avenue 


RX-42. - 45. Not Within Scope of Survey. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 
hborhood’s Open Space 
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CITY OF BOSTON 
PARK EVALUATION 


Neighborhood: FOL BLET SITE NO. 


DSite Name: LINWOcO PARK, Site Type: jy 
Location: CENTFE ¢LiNwoop Acreage: 0. ary 
Evaluation Team: #+ Weather Conditions: 


Evaluation Date: 4 ZI Me Aa HE 
Surrounding Land Uses: K2Siddyhal 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 1 


View of park - simple, 
circular green with 
large Silver Maple, 
Cherries and 
Crabapples. 
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Site Photograph 2 


Bituminous concrete 
path bisects park, 
responding to 
short-cut pedestrian 
passage through. 
Pavement cracked 

and uneven. 


Site Photograph 3 


Traffic runs over 
park edge to make 
turn around park's 
north side, when cars 
are parked along 

east edge of road. 
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1805 - 1879 : 4 . ITE 
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Site Photograph 5 


Perimeter Forsythia 
hedge in very poor 
condition, yet well 
maintained. 
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Site Photograph 6 


Only bent poles 
remain of former 
fence around edge 
of park - should be 
removed. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 
Site Name: Linwood Park 


Location: Centre and Linwood Streets 


Acreage: 0.03 A 
Site Type: Square 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Linwood Park is a small oval site in the center of steeply ascending Linwood 
Street, just above its junction with Centre Street. This small space is edged with a 
curved granite curb and has a puddingstone monument with a commemorative 
plaque. There are eight crab apple trees, two flowering cherry trees, a large silver 
maple tree and a sparse forsythia perimeter hedge. A fence once enclosed the 
site; now only its posts remain. A bituminous concrete path bisects the park. 
Surrounding land uses are residential. 


The monument is in excellent condition, the curb is in good condition, and the 
path is in poor condition. The maple, cherry, and some of the crab apple trees are 
in very good condition. Some crab apple trees need pruning, and one needs 
removal. The shrub hedge is in poor condition. The grass is thick, yet has an 
irregular surface and is dug up by cars along the park’s north edge. 


Linwood Park is a pleasant green at the entrance from Centre Street to residential 


_ neighborhoods on Roxbury Hill. The shrub hedge is in poor and patchy condition 


with many shrubs missing, and should be removed. Snow plowing may have 
damaged them since they are planted so close to the curb edge. The monument 
could be better located, either towards the center of the green or set back from the 
curb edge so that it can be seen without standing on the street. The old fence 
posts should be removed. 


Traffic runs over the north edge of the site in attempting to pass cars parked along 


the east edge of the road. Parking and circulation should be studied to determine 
a solution to this problem. 


xiv-31 


<eo Tine | 
‘ a ee 
as 
mat 
: 
7 S 
: a1. - it 
: - , ye 
t Tekete MESES See MEK SY 
“i — .S ss: Te 2 ut 7} an Sg a | RN as | 
U o< a (woe = vag * iru « — oa sn ’ - ’ ” 
ee ; 
a 7 ft 
inoenll qelbawna «pe? wire at) ace le. nee a om ; 
» COMA eee oboe Wanye eth len) 2 drupe dl qrn 
Tay a2 & ab tt Bey > 0 eye Ot zag: 
Ter Toggiels wma Erte ts govcyiGi) G5 nyt pe ee ; 
STB Yer ton 6 Siew in 
Sey oe Nhes Y vowy 1 ‘ Yr se u ' 
° F ‘ Hy + 
ot toy, Ac tektites pe ’ 
¢ en ak <> \y ane? 
J yu> Weck] SS 
rr te! Tie i aici A ad & 
< ry, 
‘eo Te! pts “Ls mt 
ni f a, vs 
é 197 B/S ery a 7 
+(e uy 
eh awe ; lies, 
ugits “4 ne 
| 
@ i ’ 
4 
at : 
\ 4 v 
- ic 
, oT 
it ; pet 
= A = Les ® - ad 
MB ie ure) er ake 


oe re x 
aL 7 — rt 
= : st 7 


Ss 


Pret, “re ry 


a te 


DRAFT 


Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Linwood Park No.: RX-23 
Location: Centre and Linwood Streets 

Acreage: 0.03 A Site Type: Square 

Site Description: Linwood Park is a small oval-shaped site in the 


center of steeply ascending Linwood Street just 
above its junction with Centre Street. This 
small space is edged with a curved granite curb 
and has a puddingstone monument with a 
commemorative plaque. There are eight Crabapple 
trees, two Flowering Cherry trees, a large Silver 
Maple tree and a sparse Forsythia perimeter 
hedge. A fence once enclosed the site of which 
only the posts remain. A bituminous concrete 
path bisects the park. Surrounding land uses are 
residential. 


Condition Assessments: The monument is in excellent condition, the curb 
is in good condition, and the path is in poor 
condition. The Maple, Cherries and some of the 
Crabapples are in very good condition. Some 
Crabapples need pruning, and one needs removal. 
The shrub hedge is in poor condition. The grass 
is thick, yet has an irregular surface and is dug 
up by cars along the park’s north edge. 


Major Site Issues: Linwood Park is a pleasant green at the entrance 
from Centre Street to residential neighborhoods 
on Roxbury Hill. The shrub hedge is in poor and 
patchy condition with many shrubs missing, and 
should be removed. Snow plowing may have damaged 
them since they are planted so close to the curb 
edge. The monument could be better located, 
either towards the center of the green or set 
back from the curb edge so that it can be seen 
without standing on the street. The old fence 
posts should be removed. . 


Traffic runs over the north edge of the site in 
attempting to pass cars parked along the east 
edge of the road. Parking and circulation should 
be studied to determine a solution to this 
problem. 
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CITY OF BOSTON 
PARK EVALUATION 


Neighborhood: FOxev0#Y 
WSite Name: LITTLE SCOBIE FLD. Site Type: PAu Vista 
Location: DUN#EATH FCOPELAND Acreage: 0-19 


Evaluation Team<fS fat __ Weather Conditions: 
Evaluation Date: '20'O7 | 


Surrounding Land Uses: K2@ 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 1 


Wisteria vines pulling 
fence down on right. 
Planting strip along 
fenceline poorly 

maintained. Sand 

surface needs raking 
and replenishing. 


Site Photograph 2 


Slide leaning to 


one side. 
Site Photograph 3 
View from Dunreath 

Street showing , 
undeveloped portion ; 
of park. 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 4 


Basketball court. 


Site Photograph 5 ] 
| 


Paved play area with 
all play equipment | 


removed. 


Site Photograph 6 


At base of slide - 
fiberglass edging 
worn through. 

Far right, benches 
unusable and fencing 
torn down. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 
Site Name: Little Scobie Playground 


Location: Dunreath and Copeland Streets 


Acreage: 0.79 A 
Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Little Scobie Playground is an irregularly shaped property between Dunreath and 
Copeland Streets. It abuts multifamily residences on the north and south. A 
curvilinear puddingstone wall with a granite capstone edges the park along 
Copeland Street. The area adjacent to Copeland Street is paved and developed 
with play structures, some of which remain and many of which have been 
destroyed or removed. The remaining half of the site consists of a basketball 
court and a large area filled with weeds. This area of the site slopes up to 
Dunreath Street. The park is entirely enclosed by chain-link fencing. A scatter- 
ing of trees is planted throughout the park. 


Most of the benches and the paving are in good condition. The chain-link fences 
are in fair condition, however much of the fencing near the basketball court has 
been pulled down. The grass is in poor condition with weeds and many bare 
areas. The granite cap on the wall needs to be entirely reset. Several sections of 
wall also need reconstruction. The basketball court is in good condition. Two 
trees are dead and need removal. Many trees are in deteriorated condition 
because guy wires were not removed. There is a lot of graffin. The play struc- 
tures are in fair condition; they have exposed hardware, exposed footings and 
broken edges. The sand surface is full of glass and stones. Renovations to the 
park are planned by the city. 


Little Scobie Playground’s design is not well suited to either its site or its sur- 


-roundings. There are many leftover spaces which serve no purpose and compli- 


M xiv-32 


cate maintenance. As a result, these spaces have been left in poorly maintained 
condition and present an abandoned appearance. The path system does not 
provide for through circulation. This has made removal of fence sections neces- 
sary for access and through passage. Renovation plans include repair of deterio- 
rated facilities and structures. The park’s overriding need is for redesign in order 
to more successfully support its intended function and to better utilize the space. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Little Scobie Playground No.: RX-24 
Location: Dunreath and Copeland Streets 

Acreage: 0.79 A Site Type: Playlot 

Site Description: Little Scobie Playground is an irregularly shaped 


property between Dunreath and Copeland Streets. 
It abuts mlti-family residences on the north and 
south. A curvilinear puddingstone wall with a 
granite capstone edges the park along Copeland 
Street. The area adjacent to Copeland Street is 
paved and developed with play structures, some of 
which remain and many of which have been 
destroyed and removed. The remaining half of the 
site consists of a basketball court and a large 
area filled with weeds. This area of the site 
slopes up to Dunreath Street. The park is 
entirely enclosed by chain link fencing. A 
scattering of trees are planted throughout the 
park. 


Condition Assessments: | Most of the benches and the paving are in good 
condition. The chain link fences are in fair 
condition, however mich of the fencing near the 
basketball court has been pulled down. The grass 
is in poor condition with weeds and many bare 
areas. The granite cap on the wall needs to be 
entirely reset. Several sections of wall also 
need reconstruction. The basketball court is in 
good condition. Two trees are dead and need 
removal. Many trees are in deteriorated 
condition because guy wires were not removed. 
There is a lot of graffiti. The play structures 
are in fair condition. They have exposed 
hardware, exposed footings and broken edges. 

The sand surface is full of glass and stones. 
~ Renovations to the park are planned by the City. 


Major Site Issues: Little Scobie Playground’s design does not 
respond well either to its site or to its 
context. There are many leftover spaces which 
serve no purpose and complicate maintenance. As 
a result, they are left in poorly maintained 
condition and present an abandoned appearance. 
The path system does not provide for through 
circulation. This has made removal of fence 
sections necessary for access and passage 

. Renovation plans include repair of 
deteriorated facilities and structures. The 
park’s overriding need is for redesign in order 
to more successfully support its intended 
functions and to better utilize the space. 
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SITE NO. 


SITE SUMMARY 


CITY OF BOSTON 
PARK EVALUATION 
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BICYCLE RACKS 
BLEACHERS 
BOLLARDS 
CATCHBASINS 
PEDESTRIAN: 
PARKING/ROAD : 
SERVICE GATES 
SIGNS, ENTRY 
WATER FEATURES 


BENCHES, PARK 
LIGHTING 
RATLINGS 
STAIRS 


RAMPS 


DRINKING FOUNTAINS 
GAME TABLES 
PICNIC TABLES 


DUMPSTERS 
MONUMENTS 
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| BASKETBALL: 
SURFACE 
BANGBOARD 
FENCING 
SURFACE 


TENNIS: 


BASEBALL: 


BACKSTOP 


SPORTS FACILITIES 


LITTLE LEAGUE: 


INFIELD 
OUTFIELD 
- BACKSTOP 
INFIELD 
OUTFIELD 
SOFTBALL: 
BACKSTOP 


INFIELD 


OUTFIELD 
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SITE NO. 


Site Photograph 1 


Timber play structure. 


Site Photograph 7 


Spray area with 
puddingstone outcrop- 
ping incorporated. 
Ample seating 
around facility. 
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Site Photograph 3 


View along Washington 
Park Boulevard - 
stone wall edge with 
grass strip and shade 
trees. 
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Site Photograph 4 


Abandoned and torched 
car blocking 
pedestrian walkway - 
vehicular access 
control necessary. 
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j=: Site Photograph 5 
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Basketball courts 
with steel picket 
fences. 
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Site Photograph 6 


Passive sitting area 
at sidewalk | 
intersection. 
Pedestrian lamps - 
typical condition 
throughout site. 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 7 


Basketball field 
with parking beyond. 


Site Photograph g- 


Lamp post in need 
of removal. 


Site Photograph 9 


Beautifully graded 
sidewalks with 

drainage swales and 
mature shade trees. 


- - 


soehis 


Je | one “ei 
J 2 A os 
ing ne FE Ae, coh 


f Pade ; . ~ +-ahnpehh, 
rh) ity a tt R-. ’ a elie hel 
) } i fe ra D } : vy ‘y a ~~ ates . 
a he ‘4 : a4 + 7 Bey, 
oe 5 i io “7h a SEO 
- ae Se . 


SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 10 


Sapling growth to be 
removed. 


Site Photograph if 


Lack of maintenance 
around light post 

has resulted in. 5" 
caliper tree growth. 


Site Photograph i2 


View through site 
from park high point 
showing pastoral 
quality of Olmsted's 
original design. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 

Site Name: Malcolm “X” Park (Washington Park) 
Location: Dale and Bainbridge Streets 

Acreage: 15.35 A 

Site Type: Multi-Purpose Park 


—— 


Site Description: Malcolm “X” Park is a magnificent landscape park originally designed by 
Frederick Law Olmsted. It is bordered by Washington Street on the west, Dale 
Street on the north, Paulding Street on the east and Martn Luther King Boulevard 
on the south. A network of paths winds through the eastern half of the hilly site 
with rock outcroppings, grassy meadows, specimen trees and groves of trees. 
Stone walls edge some paths as well as frame the park along some of the roads. 
There is a playground at the southeast edge, below which are tennis and basket- 
ball courts. Indoor MDC recreational facilities abut the park at the corner of 
Washington Street and King Boulevard. Softball fields are located in the northem 
park edge, and above them at the top of a slope is a parking lot. Surrounding land 
uses are residential and institutional. 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition except the lights, 
all of which are vandalized and unusable. The sports facilities are in fair to good 
condition except for the outfields and one infield, which are in poor condition. 
The playground is in poor to unusable condition. The park’s trees vary considera- 
bly in condition. The most recently planted trees have not had their guy wires 
removed, and they have died or become badly deformed. The grass and most of 
the shrubs are generally in good condition. 


Major Site Issues: The design of Malcolm “X” Park is exceptional, both the original, sensitive 
treatment of the site and the more recent improvements. Ball courts are visible 
from the road and have been located on a pleasant series of terraces edged with 
steel picket fencing. Although there are serious structural problems with the play 

i structures, the area has been well laid out to incorporate rock outcroppings and 
provide ample seating. The recent planting effort has made use of beech trees, 
which are outstanding trees for a park landscape. 


Although vandalism has been a problem, this park has deteriorated more due to 


lack of maintenance. Major renovation work is necessary to preserve the special 
character of this park. F 
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Neighborhood: Ro 


DRAY: 


Site Name: Malcolm "X" Park i n Park No.: RX-25 
Location: Dale and Bainbridge Streets 


Acreage: 15.35 A 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Site Type: Multi-Purpose Park 


Malcolm "X" Park is a magnificent landscape park 
originally designed by Frederick Law Olmsted. It 
is bordered by Washington Street on the west, 
Dale Street on the north, Paulding Street on the 
east and Martin Luther King Boulevard on the 
south. A network of paths wind through the 
eastern half of the hilly site with rock 
outcroppings, grassy meadows, specimen trees and 
groves of trees. Stone walls edge some paths as 
well as frame the park along some of the roads. 
There is a playground at the southeast edge, 
below which are tennis and basketball courts. 
Indoor M.D.C. recreational facilities abut the 
park at the corner of Washington Street and King 
Boulevard. Softball fields are located in the 
northern park edge, and above them at the top of 
a slope is a parking lot. Surrounding land uses 
are residential and institutional. 


Most standard park built elements are in fair to 
good condition except the lights which are all 
vandalized and unusable. The sports facilities 
are in fair to good condition except for the 
outfields and one infield which are in poor 
condition. The playground is in poor to unusable 
condition. The park’s trees vary considerably in 
condition. The most recently planted trees have 
not had their guy wires removed, and they have 
Gied back or become badly deformed. The grass 
and most of the shrubs are generally in good 
condition. 


The design of Malcolm "X" Park is exceptional, 
both the original, sensitive treatment of the 
site and the more recent improvements. Ball 
courts are visible from the road and have been 
located on a pleasant series of terraces edged 
with steel picket fencing. Although there are 
serious structural problems with the play 
structures, the area has been well laid out to 
incorporate rock outcroppings and provide ample 
seating. The recent planting effort has made use 
of Beech trees, which are outstanding trees for a 
park landscape. 
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However, even though vandalism has been a 
problem, Malcolm "X" Park has deteriorated from 
lack of maintenance, and there is major 
renovation work necessary as a result to improve 
facilities and rejuvenate plantings. Maintenance 
needs to be done with sensitivity and 
horticultural understanding in order to preserve 
the special character of this park. : 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Mason Pool 


Location: Norfolk Avenue and Cedric Street 


Acreage: 0.44 A 


Site Type: Indoor Facility 


——— $$ 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Mason Pool is a large, windowless building on a small lot, almost entirely 
surrounded with concrete sidewalks. Norfolk Avenue abuts it on the north, 
Cedric Street on the south, commercial use on the east and an abandoned school 
on the west. There are three, small open dirt areas at the front entrance adjacent 
to Norfolk Avenue. These areas are full of weeds and debris. A chairrtink fence 
surrounds the site. Nearby land uses are commercial, recreational, abandoned and 
undeveloped lots. 


The concrete walls, walks, steps, ramps and railings are in good condition. The 
chainlink fence is in very poor condition. The building is under renovation by 
the City. 


Mason Pool is a large and massive building on a very small lot. Rich, low- 
maintenance plantings would greatly improve the appearance of what is otherwise 
a bleak and uninviting facade. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Mason Pool No.: RX-26 
Location: Norfolk Avenue and Cedric Street 

Acreage: 0.44 A Site Type: Indoor Facility 

Site Description: Mason Pool is a large, windowless building on a 


small lot, almost entirely surrounded with 
concrete sidewalks. Norfolk Avenue abuts it on 
the north, Cedric Street on the south, comercial 
use on the east and an abandoned school on the 
west. There are three, small open dirt areas at 
the front entrance adjacent to Norfolk Avenue. 
These areas are full of weeds and debris. A 
chain link fence surrounds the site. Nearby land 
uses are commercial, recreational, abandoned and 
undeveloped lots. 


Condition Assessments: The concrete walls, walks, steps, ramps and 
railings are in good condition. The chain link 
fence is in very poor cordition. The building is 
under renovation by the City. 


Major Site Issues: Mason Pool is a large and massive building on a 
very small lot. Rich, low-maintenance plantings 
would greatly improve the appearance of what is 
otherwise a bleak and uninviting facade. 
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CITY OF BOSTON 
PARK EVALUATION 


Neighborhood: Fox BURY | 


Bite Name: MT. PLEASANT AVE. Site Type: let 
Location: MT. PLEASANT AVE. Acreage: 0.24 


Evaluation Team: >+% #%tU Weather Conditions: 
Evaluation Date: ser mM VWA . 
Surrounding Land Uses: KelWiwhaL — 
Site Plan 
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Site Photograph 1 | 


Chain link missing, 
worn grass area. 


Site Photograph 2 


Broken bench, dumped 
Mattresses. Sand 
level low in play area, 
play structures broken 
or missing parts. 
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Site Photograph 3 


Undeveloped parcel 
with trees adjacent 
to playground. 
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Site Photograph 4 


Chain link pulled 


empty tree pits. 


out, 


Site Photograph 5 


Basketball court 


hoop. 
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Site Photograph 6 
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Empty tree pits, 


chain link fence 


benches 


missing, 


unusable. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 

Site Name: Mt. Pleasant Avenue 
Location: Mt. Pleasant Avenue 
Acreage: 0.26 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: Mt. Pleasant Avenue Playlot is an irregularly shaped site on Mt. Pleasant Avenue 
with a playground, seating area and a basketball court. There is an undeveloped 
parcel to the north, and a southern section indicated on the city plan as part of the 
park is used for residential parking. The site is almost entirely paved except for a 
few grassy patches with trees. There are empty tree pits throughout the park. A 
chain-link fence surrounds the site. Surrounding land uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park-built elements are mostly in unusable condition. The fence is 
damaged or missing in many places, and only four benches remain, all of which 
are unusable. The paving is mostly in fair condition, but it has settled in several 
areas. Only the metal climbing play structures are in fair condition. The others 

= are unusable. Footings indicate that there were play structures which have been 
removed. 


Major Site Issues: Mt. Pleasant Avenue Playlot is in extremely deteriorated condition and offers very 
few opportunities for play. Its small irregular size limits its development. 
Nevertheless, because it is in a dense residential area it is heavily used. This 
heavy use will also make it difficult for any site plantings to survive without 
special design considerations. The boundary of this site needs clarification. 
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DRA: 


Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Mt. Pleasant Avenue No.: RX-27 
Location: Mt. Pleasant Avenue 

Acreage: 0.26A Site Type: Playlot 

Site Description: Mt. Pleasant Avenue is an irregularly shaped site 


on Mt. Pleasant Avenue with a playground, seating 
area and a basketball court. The site plan 
provided by the City does not conform to the 
property lines apparent on the site. There is an 
undeveloped parcel to the north, and a southern 
section indicated on the City plan as part of the 
park is used for residential parking. The site 
is almost entirely paved except for a few grass 
patches with trees. There are empty tree pits 
throughout the park. Chain link fence surrounds 
the site. Surrounding land uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park built elements are mostly in 
unusable condition. The fence is damaged or 
missing in many places, and only four benches 
remain all of which are unusable. The paving is 
mostly in fair condition, however, it has settled 
in several areas. Only the metal climbing: play 
structures are in fair condition. The others are 
unusable. Footings indicate that there were play 
structures which have been removed. 


Major Site Issues: Mt. Pleasant Avenue is in extremely deteriorated 
condition and offers very few opportunities for 
play. Its small irregular size liniits its 
development. Nevertheless, because it is ina 
dense residential area it is heavily used. This 

a heavy use will also make it difficult for any 
site plantings to survive without special design 
considerations. The boundary of this site needs 
clarification. 


: wig 12 so Dt | 
omen o fees foe at oF j 
nts. 2a. Sing on risk, (AED eth cin Deaeeaeas sekinae 
sila eff .puictese initrehieen act fea ai 2enq 
ae WER GB OL Sqmues bavey (leslie Seowis a! 
etic s6x3 yiqus ois ered? demi adiw suxionig 
MwA foeteh Anil heel = weg aul Sesetpcars 
initiates ote aay Denil pabthworm. tue as 


ni Ylsaow ois meee SLi stem pt Ny 

 fegeesh at sonal at! .noiiijeee witoers 

us. yirks Eitan eeoe(cs vie ah extients 

mt @tivear wf! .elsante exe totriw Jo Lie ales 

hat2gee nei 2t seve! tristlibers ‘ies ae yldece 
velo -mridal® iasug an ¥  .eoova Lee | 
Stn wie el .moithane tigi mi dite eeaoox 

yelqg sine owt fect atesiiett aavthicot = .eliéeruc: 
DOveaES ces wes (iurhe aegis; 


Peaipioristeh Vieewithe@ a. al Neer, Saenenla | 
Wot aealtemcucnpe wel yiev wttgo few nels lince 
eri eimai! eaie walepems (ies aol mic 

Sw af 2) enusced ape ae rere » Sera fee 
ait?  lwon vilvew ni 7) geome Lai trekina gd evs! 
ue wet Fie 322 i ating mls Lilw ema yews 
opieeh Lier aw av iva os ayetlery eo. 
ahaa ale cite xo yates BT wes asustlirwco 
nl tear. nilo 


p.5 


oy, 


SITE NO. 


ei 


SITE SUMMARY 


CITY OF BOSTON 
PARK EVALUATION 


) 

' popaa ly’ Udy Ue Ine nr) 21 $9? ao A 

Pr A) Of nyssodnn Aimy? K TIA OW VO 14. wy? OD (2p evry 290 syd my CT 
roy ruta w? he rad Cy get ene INT ord =e we UO 


?>SANSSI ALIS AUVWIYd 
aH 12D Arty 4172 >> 
eee 4 An4t SLNAWATA WUVd TVANLVN 


Opi v1 jsongy yw myynaiap San sete ye wotyen2 Ava tam }rne yrs SANNOWDAVId 


' yVimwy) £ Yvan n7ag crv ves + Are) » AMES SAILITIOVA SLYOdS 
OIVOINME no pw fre pre] $ F774 pray on a MY JVOXA | SINAWATT LIINd WaVd CAVGNVLS 
?SLNAWSSASSV NOILIGNOD 


- Vw d0VdS NI SYYNYOO NACCIH 
d30VdS WOWd INO ALITIGISIA 


¢ A0VdS OLNI ALITIGISIA 
*ALAAVS GNV ALITIGISIA 


ov LSVA ‘HLNOS OL TAOUVd LNVOVA 
WL anA)$a7P —ytA2Wor wh uy a: WSI'TIVGNVA 
= j SANSSI_ AONVNALNIVW 
Ga LV'TAaY-NOLSAd 
Or AA ad NOILIGNOD ADVNIVUG 
(42 G47 ON NOISAG Adda YATAAVE 
J Q? ‘ - GOOHYOUHOTAN OL SNOTLONNA 
Wi AMTVIN IO [1 BIO ; WUVd AO SSANALVIYdONddV 
umd * W199 WD HM 1? 7% wep Gwt + perp VV UIA eKE NM pt STVIYALVW LINVId dO asf 
‘pu by Sr AMAZING "e070, Avow Svs we/ AOVdS dO NOILVZINVOUO/LNOAVI 


*SNOILVYAGCISNOD NOISAG 


- = - -" = = m - : - ae = -. 
ce > Ghee SoS aa a7 SD ee ae Geet ae 2 Tey a eee 


Sin8@ OTHY. TPLITAIRT 
424% HORS 130 VECTPETATY 


TANG AT ARE aeGaEE 


i a 


' ) . : - j “ . 


= % " oe — gu fi ae ; etTenelg SHAS JASTERR 
nite. aD —— ye “ a 


| = i are 


a \. >t | 5 >Hi Shae, V4 Pp; SS as paw f 


**2 s VASA th eh0 . se) “ok %) te a as Sarr ’ de : - Ean > Me nts sat f 
' yonkko=s tis 4 i Ye Ya FJ. xy ac - > 
a - \ ¥ 5 \ ; 


.6 


CITY OF BOSTON san Pa | 
PARK EVALUATION 


SITE NO. 


} 


pte HLL, ewelished 


3 
& 


[LOCATION] MISC. 


eas as | ||P 
nn 


Fs Ls Ea ed a a baad 
ele | ae x] 

RF eo as a 
|| et 


CONDITION 


QUANTITY , MATERTALS 


NH Ha 


n 
a 
re 
< 
e 
a 
j=) 
ie) 
ae 
1) 
Zz 
eH 
4 
Z 
eH 
a4) 
=) 


PARKING/ROAD : 


SPORTS 


PEDESTRIAN ;: 
MONUMENTS 


PICNIC TABLES 
RAILINGS 
WATER FEATURES 


SERVICE GATES 
SIGNS, ENTRY 


STAIRS 


BICYCLE RACKS 
TRASH 


BENCHES, PARK 
BLEACHERS 
BOLLARDS 
CATCHBASINS 
DUMPSTERS 
GAME TABLES 
LIGHTING 
RECEPTACLES : 


s<: AEN ata mS “ecignia PENN 


= 


= 


som 


A rae SE 
: 
L. 


., ee PKI ere “era 
t $--—--———— 


ttn a fp Sac 


— | ~~ Settee iia ail oa en 

— * jm - “are. 

f= ee | ‘aa 

< o ee ~~ ee 
ce —— © Pt 

$ , a were i 8 b 


= os <= ti wanton 
=a - = a ee = oe 
+ *2I5AT SIS 

- - _ os 


= ce a Ae ee ey 
Ps a 


| 
| 
{ 
— 
ee a 
‘ 
we 
| t 
‘7 
- | 
: 
" 
iat 9 
bs 
¢ 
q 
® 
‘ 
—/* 
; | 
Semele 
: 
es 
| 
; i 
“7? +0" 
} F 
i 
dere 
: 
a —— 
' 
Pin 
: 
‘ 
? 
' 
fe 
Lg 
ae 
| a} 
me 
» 
Sf 


i] 
' 


et) A ae 
~pmee ] - 
! 
» 
‘ 


| 

| 

{ 
ma 
4 
1- 

. 

; 

, 

t 
a) 
a 


toa.) | 3 a. | ret adie 
a Se a oe a i ce i a oe 2 ae So, oe ee oe Bi ee, See 

{ ' j ee : ‘ ; 

3 


een oye 

{ 

7 

4 

rf 

4 

T 

me 

Pd 

“? 

; 

ft 

i] 

a 


APwta—wmiin = OO mnt) 


| ar : cute 
- - - —_- — a P= 7 ad 
a — ; = : st a ” ate PN i 
| 4 ; 
a ne : Z qs 1h ~ wae 
oma — 4 “7 aa } ~ — i | —_ = ail - = ~— _ —_ —— 
t 4 ‘ 4 ' > § ri 

r ? 2 2 4 > z ’ 4 L : ‘ . A he! s 

ry ee een ee anes a ee ee — - ee ee — a b.... a — - i = Se 


See = SSS SSS eee == — = — Se — — _——— ———___——— -—_— a 


CITY OF BOSTON 
By ERR Nn 


PI 
oh 


fqvawrrry | _watewrats —[—_conprtion _Jiocario 
_s 8 
is 
a 
E Sennen 


BACKBOARD / HOOP 


TENNIS: 
BANGBOARD 


BASKETBALL: 
SURFACE 
FENCING 
SURFACE 
NET POLES 

BASEBALL: 
BACKSTOP 
INFIELD 
OUTFIELD 

fare ies | | | | | 

. BACKSTOP 
INFIELD 
OUTFIELD 

SOFTBALL: 
BACKSTOP 
INFIELD 
OUTFIELD 

PACTEITY 


op) 
HH 
em 
=) 
oO 
oO 


; aa ae eee '\ ra Se RN OF: a aN aa. oe eA 7 cea Ages 


ew = _ = a oa oT ~~ 
la: :a.ts a 


ee 
= t 


a a = 
ad 


— ee ee | 
‘ » ; : A TrgTacs 
e- sf 7 - ; 7 = >) 2 aa * od 


“ ad 
ri se tay .« 4 
A 


——_ ae 4 > = z 3 — “oe —¥ 57 


» 
~ 

~ °- _ : -_ ms - A 
2 z . - 7 

? 

‘ 


5 : 
—— =~ i 
A z ~~ — - 
, ! r 2 
i} 
~~ —— ~ 
_ — ey 
-~5 
— _ 
+ a 
T} f ; 
oo ~~ ee 
Fs ~ ~« — ms 
sn t 
JA 
a > - ; 
<i a = _ : 
ee 
9 s 
> ~- 
ie 
ge oe eee j 


0 
i 
‘4 
' 
* 


Tori? 


; ody : j 
ceeiiietineamesadin ee ee cad a ~ ° - . _ 


¢ 
i] 
} 
4 


| 
7 
wo vf “1 
4 
a] 
i] 
% 
| 
ere Heres eee! (ene Wen 


ve 


QUANTITY MATERIALS CONDITION LOCATION 


CITY Or BOSTON _ - 


PARK EVALUATION — oF 
SITE NO. 


MISC. 


MATERIALS PRGANIZATION 


URFACE 
CONDITION 


ed Cow pr led 


Zz 
~~ oO}; 2 
al oa?) 
eH} Ho 
<<} n 
ani ei ai on n 
-a S| al nl nl w 
fxd SE St Py ar 
ro) ea RYE TY har | ore) 
ell nl mG 1) oO| < 
oO; Hl <] Oo 
a 
& S Z| | 2] x 
es =) es) <<) ei << 
el OO] w ro) i) me best dl io) 
i mon me) oa z Be) >] &] DI Zz 
pel | a | | ae S| =| al =| a f2 
es f2 = a s fx fl) GI] fl] wi] < < 
Mi ei} nto] a aan Q we py 
SONIC TING SANNOYDAV Td NOTLVINOYID *SSHD0V 


» 


-#GT PME IST? Ht Spe 


Sl ea 


eS 
‘ | ' = 
- > - ¢ 
~~ re — = " 
aA . 
4 — — ~ » -~ . { 
‘ \ 
\ 
” » 
\ 
~~ ra 
i @ - he « 


a 
al 


1 worranine: 


VHT ARS 


—_ eet ee i 


2 ce age 


; 


4 
= 


*fT aT? =13 


3 


p 
Sy 
VU) 

SITE NO. 


NATURAL PARK 
ELEMENTS 


VAdV/ANNLVAA 


SNVAULS 
SaNOd 


Sd00M 
Sd10adS daaM 


YANIVINOO 
aNnow 
Sdad WaMOld 
waAODGNNOUD 

TaNL 


SdnNydHs 


x 


SAduL 


|e) Xr 


.) 
Ss % 
< av ge 9S So ky 
SK Sd S 
Sas & 
"ae & 
‘S 
J f/ S ¥ 


OSIW INOILVIO1 NOILIGNOO LILNVOY | 


EEE _—— = 


iA 


g 


me, 


” 
ee 


CITY OF BOSTON 
PARK EVALUATION 


| 
| 
| 


JAVOAS 


2 a ——— = ) 1 ' rapes i Sav TATHOS 


‘i Lee mare Ds ee : 
: a : . ee oie fsb es estas a 
md 


SITE NO. 


4 


Bit; Conc, FA 


LOCATION 


CONDITION 


$ 


MATERIALS 


MATERIALS PRGANIZATION ACCESS PARKING 
; A =. ‘Ss . « °: { v D 
y le Ke A 3 A x @ “ Q ‘ bY 


QUANTITY 


Mree Poe ante all Sad Covwtd, Gat IAIN Stity, Ra ler 


Zz $ | 
o) 2 -§ nF 
eH ay U 
tH wn} = v 
ee <<} n wm! ado b 
Zz pea EE COE te w 
ro) S| wi] ni Of « Ke 
4 Ol of] wl] of]; A Ww 
: =| Z| 3} *| 2 
: eel Telel |* 
& a4 pe, a fo z Oo 
re] = o) » < 2 s z = © | 
» S rz) =) 5 el Dl] Wl zt 
a = 7 TO] ml O| B&B] w | 
eel = [2 (oS) 4] Bo] Ry 2] mS |} 
Galo] = fil & | Sl Bl =| o << | 
Zl 215/65 a See al Ls 
: SONTATING SANNOWDAV'Id NOLLVINOUIO 


, * y aS 
. " . , \ - 


Sars Neer puting 
f wottagy RO we it 


iTa.* OVA : ~ ae nee 


A 


ry, oe 


\ yi 7M = | 


! ’ 


| QUANTITY CONDITION LOCATION§ MISC 


CITY OF BOSTON 


PARK EVALUATION |“ | @) 


AMe , 
Swe 


hast fpeoo 


hagert Arter 


Me 


hacked , carve 


A, te 


"7 
‘BW enrditW ° 


‘ 4 
4 ern _ 
y 


cadkitta , 


& 
8 
i oes) caffe 
eset | 
ae 


TS | 


Acie 


x 
x 
‘a 


CONTAINER 
WEED SPECIES 


GROUNDCOVER 
FLOWER BEDS 


STREAMS 


9 


SITE NO. 


i r Ul ATS 
a ee 7 
=n - i 


eaten oe a. 


wv 


2 a ae 8 Le a +s ee —— 


- i | Se Ss > nr ee Ra oS SE. — eee E- -- x 
See OE + + ee ae : ae = — 


CITY OF BOSTON 5G 
PARK EVALUATION 
Neighborhood: FOoYecRyY 


SITE NO. 
Site Name: OfCHABRD PARK. 


Site Type: Pau let. 
Location: OFCHAED PREY SYEDMAN Acreage: 2444 
Evaluation Team:G@f SPT - Weather Conditions: 
Evaluation Date: . 


ZDA AW 
Surrounding Land Uses:owaxw2xad havea. 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 1 


View through playground. 
Swings and climbing 
structures. 

Surrounding buildings 
typical of site. 


Site Photograph 2 ‘ 


Entrance to site 
from Adams Street - 
steel picket fence, 
bollards, shrubs 
and trees. 


Site Photograph 3 


View through site - 
site needs general 

maintenance such as 
sweeping and trash 

pick-up, bench 


repair. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 
Site Name: Orchard Park 


Location: Orchard Park, Yeoman and Adams Streets 


Acreage: 2.49 A 
Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Orchard Park is an irregularly shaped park in the center of the Orchard Park 
housing development. It has minimal frontage on Yeoman, Adams and Orchard 
Park Streets. The park contains a Little League field, handball and basketball 
courts, a playground and an outdoor stage. There are several tree-shaded sitting 
areas. 


The standard park-built elements are mostly in good condition. The paving is in 
fair to good condition. The basketball courts are in good condition, although one 
backboard needs a new rim. The Little League field is in fair condition. The 
outfield does not have good turf and there are some depressions and bare areas. 
The infield needs major improvement and is in poor condition. The playground 
structures are mostly in good condition although two wood constructions are 
unusable. There is much glass and debris in the sand surface. The trees vary 
considerably in condition. Some are in good condition, while others appear to be 
under a great deal of stress, particularly many of the recently installed trees. The 
trunks of most trees are scarred. The park’s shrubs are mostly in good condition. 


The design of Orchard Park is successful. The major site issue is the provision of 
sufficient maintenance to sustain it through heavy use in a dense housing com- 
plex. Since it is so integrally connected with the encompassing housing, commu- 
nity involvement in its care and upkeep would be an asset and should be consid- 
ered. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Orchard Park No.: RX-28 
Location: Orchard Park, Yeoman and Adams Streets 

Acreage: 2.49 A Site Type: Playlot 

Site Description: Orchard Park is an irregularly shaped park in the 


center of the Orchard Park housing development. 
It has minimal frontage on Yeoman, Adams and 
Orchard Park Streets. The park contains a little 
league field, handball and basketball courts, a 
playground and an outdoor stage. There are 
several tree-shaded sitting areas. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park built elements are mostly in 
good condition. The paving is in fair to good 
condition. The basketball courts are in good 
condition, although one backboard needs a new 
rim. The little league field is in fair 
condition. The outfield does not have good turf 
and there are some depressions and bare areas. 
The infield needs major improvement and is in 
poor condition. The playground structures are 
mostly in good condition although two wood 
constructions are unusable. There is much glass 
and debris in the sand surface. The trees vary 
considerably in condition. Some are in good 
condition, while others appear under a great deal 
of stress, particularly many of the recently 
installed trees. The trunks of most trees are 
scarred. The park’s shrubs are mostly in good 
condition. 


Major Site Issues: The design of Orchard Park is successful. The 
“Boal major site issue is the provision of sufficient 
maintenance to sustain it through heavy use in a 
dense housing complex. Since it is so integrally 
connected with the encompassing housing, 
community involvement in its care and upkeep 
would be an asset and should be considered. 


The round play structure in the center of the 
sitting area is badly deteriorated and does not 
appear to work well. It should be either used as 
a raised planter, or removed. Visibility into 
the park from the street is limited because of 
the surrounding buildings and the limited amount 
of frontage. 
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SITE SUMMARY 


CITY OF BOSTON 
PARK EVALUATION 


SITE NO. 
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CITY OF BOSTON 


PARK EVALUATION 


SITE NO. 
Neighborhood: FOXBUEY WR hss d 
Site Name: PUDDINGSTON PARK Site Type: Undue! Let 
Location: NORFMANCY *StavEe. Acreage:0. 294 + 


Evaluation Team: 4#tr Weather Conditions: 


Givaluation Date: 9-187 “Sunt 
Surrounding Land Uses: Adutiah, Aasctawe . 
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ite Photograph 4 
showing rock 

Grassed area and 
shrub plantings on 
high point of park. 


Telephone pole steps 
outcrop and inner 
Edge of park along 
Normandy Road 

Site Photograph 6 


leading to 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 

Site Name: Puddingston Park 

Location: Normandy Road and Seaver Street 
Acreage: 0.33 A 

Site Type: Undeveloped Lot 


Site Description: Puddingston Park is a small, rectangular site located on the corner of Normandy 
Road and Seaver Street. It is encompassed by residential use except on the west 
where it abuts a gas station. The park has a recently installed steel picket fence 
which has been hit by cars in several sections. The park landscape consists of 
large puddingstone outcroppings, some naturally occurring trees and numerous 
shrubs, groundcovers and flowers remaining from a former garden on the site. 


Condition Assessments: The fence is in good condition. However, several sections will require recon- 
struction because of damage by vehicles. The plantings are for the most part in 
good condition. 

Major Site Issues: Puddingston Park exhibits outstanding natural features. The primary issue for this 


site is whether it should be developed as a park or managed as an urban wild. The 
latter could best be achieved by the continuing interest and stewardship of a local 
neighborhood group. Given its rock outcroppings, passive park development 
rather than active recreational use would be most appropriate. Sports facilities are 
provided in nearby Franklin Park. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury DRAFT 


Site Name: Puddingston Park No.: RX-29 
Location: Normandy Road and Seaver Street 

Acreage: 0.33 A Site Type: Undeveloped Lot 

Site Description: Puddingston Park is a small, rectangular site 


located on the corner of Normandy Road and Seaver 

Street. It is encompassed by residential use 

except on the west where it abuts a gas station. 

The park has a recently installed steel picket 

fence which has been hit by cars in several 

sections. The park landscape consists of large | 
puddingstone outcroppings, some naturally 
occurring trees and numerous shrubs, groundcovers 

and flowers remaining from a former garden on the | 
site. Some pathways edged with telephone poles | 
suggest the recent involvement of a commnity | 
group. 


Condition Assessments: The fence is in good condition. However, several 
sections will require reconstruction because of 
damage by vehicles. The plantings are, for the 
most part, in good condition. 


Major Site Issues: Puddingston Park exhibits outstanding natural 

features. The primary issue for this site is 

whether it should be developed as a park or 

managed as an urban wild. The latter could best 

be achieved by the continuing interest and 

stewardship by a local neighborhood group. Given 

its rock outcroppings, passive park development 

rather than active recreational use would be most 
appropriate. Sports facilities are provided in 

nearby Franklin Park. 
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PARK EVALUATION eS 

Neighborhood: foxBvuty ie wo 
) Site Name: QUINCY 4FEET PA._ Site Type: Fuylot 
Location: QUINCY SIfFET Acreage: oe 

Evaluation Team: Sf 4 Pat Weather Conditions: 


Evaluation Date: 4:24:06 
Surrounding Land Uses: Keduhal, Tene ic 
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Site Photograph 1 


View of site from 
Quincy Street showing 
Mature trees and 
well-constructed wall 
along edge. 
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Site Photograph 2 


Granite steps and 
piers with vestige 
of original iron 

fence. 
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Site Photograph 3 


Playground - play 
surface overgrown 

and filled with glass. 
Structure unstable 
and concrete footings 
exposed. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 
Site Name: Quincy Street Play Area 
Location: 61 - 71 Quincy Street 


Acreage: 0.54 A 
Site Type: Playlot 


—__________ 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Quincy Street Play Area is a square park bordered by Quincy Street on the north, 
Quincy Terrace on the east and residences on the west and south. The park has a 
handsome puddingstone wall with granite capstones, an omamental iron fence 
and granite bollards. Three prominent park entrances sible by two sets of 
stairs and a ramp, Barak Cranes heevipahreetiostateenn a grass and paved 
terrace. There are sitting areas near this park edge within lawns planted with 
numerous trees and shrubs. At the rear of the site is a basketball court. Along the 


eastern edge of the park is a playground with a few play structures framed on two 
sides by a concrete wall. Surrounding land uses are residential and undeveloped. 


The standard park-built elements are deteriorated and in fair to poor condition, 
except for some of the original stone wall and the concrete wall, which are in 
good condition. The play surface and structures are in very poor condition and 
require complete reconstruction. The basketball court is in good condition. 


There are some striking components in the design of Quincy Street Play Area, 
most notably the puddingstone wall, omamental iron fence, granite stairs and 
groves of mature trees. The tree groves give a richer, more park-like character to 
the landscape than does a linear tree planting. 


The grade differential between street and park is a major drawback, limiting 
visibility into the site. This is aggravated by the shrub mass in one area near the 
street, although the use of shrubs has also visually enriched the park. Location of 
the basketball court at the rear of the park makes supervision difficult. The 
circulation system is also problematic. The three separate path systems devel- 
oped from the entrances are not connected in the front half of the site. Grass and 
shrubs have been trampled in efforts to move among the three entrance areas. 


Lack of maintenance and vandalism have caused significant deterioration of this 


park. Future development of the vacant lot east of the park may have an effect on 
accessibility, visibility and sun exposure within the Quincy Street park. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


DRAFT 


Site Name: Quincy Street Play Area No.: RX-30 


Location: 61 - 71 Quincy Street 


Acreage: O.54 A 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Site Type: Playlot 


Quincy Street Play Area is a square park bordered 
by Quincy Street on the north, Quincy Terrace on 
the east and residences on the west and south. 
The park has a handsome puddingstone wall with 
granite capstones, ornamental iron fence and 
granite bollards. Three prominent park 
entrances, 2 sets of stairs and a ramp, lead from 
Quincy Street up three to six feet to a grass and 
paved terrace. There are sitting areas near this 
park edge within lawns planted with numerous 
trees and shrubs. At the rear of the site is a 
basketball court. Along the eastern edge of the 
park is a playground with a few play structures 
framed on two sides by a concrete wall. 
Surrounding land uses are residential and 
undeveloped land. 


The standard park built elements are deteriorated 
and in fair to poor condition, except for some of 
the original stone wall and the concrete wall 
Which are in good condition. The play surface 
and structures are in very poor condition and 
require complete reconstnuction. The basketball 
court is in good condition. 


There are some striking components in the design 
of Quincy Street Play Area, most notably the 
puddingstone wall, ornamental iron fence, granite 
stairs and groves of mature trees. The tree 
groves give a richer, more park-like character to 
the landscape than does a linear tree planting. 


The grade differential between street and park is 
a major drawback, limiting visibility into the 
Site. This is aggravated by the shrub mass in 
one area near the street, although the use of 
shrubs has also visually enriched the park. 
Siting of the basketball court at the rear of the 
park makes supervision difficult. The 
Circulation system is also problematic. The 
three separate path systems developed from the 
entrances are not connected in the front half of 
the site. Grass and shrubs have been trampled in 
efforts to move between the three entrance areas. 
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Neighborhood: #OxBve SITE NO. 


“Site Name: ST. JAMES STREET PRKSite Type: ssye Tare 


‘Location: ST. JAMES Acreage:0-4 
Evaluation Team:SF % tt Weather Weather Conditions: ___ 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 1 . 


Entrance into park 
showing granite 
bollards defining 
entrance, and steel 
picket fence. 
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Site Photograph 2 


Concrete play 
structures used in 
sculptural fashion. 
Flowering trees 

frame entrance. 


Site Photograph 3 


Bermed island 
surrounded by walkway 
with benches. 
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SITE NO. 


line through site. 
shows panoramic view 
of Boston. 

ite Photograph 6 


Site Photograph 5 
View form top of berm 
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Looking onto adjacent 


school and playfields. 
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Site Photograph 7 


View on adjacent 
property and pedestrian 
access down to lower 

level. 
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Site Photograph 8 


Shows access walkway 
between rock outcroppings 
up towards park. 


Site Photograph 9 


View from school 
parking area of 

undeveloped land adjacent 
to park. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: St. James Street Park 
Location: St. James Street 


Acreage: 0.4A 
Site Type: Passive Park 


XIV-38 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Mi x1v-38 


St. James Street Park is a small, rectangular passive use area abutting St. James 
Street on the south and residences on the west. To the north, the park abuts a 
steeply sloping urban wild-like area with high puddingstone outcroppings that 
afford distant views of downtown Boston. To the east is a residence and a school 
athletic field area below a vertical stone escarpment. The site is designed with a 
cul-de-sac pathway with numerous benches and lights. There is a naturalistic 
planting of crab apple, maple, and some pine trees amid several small pudding- 
stone outcroppings. Climbable concrete sculptures are used in the park as focal 
elements. Surrounding land uses are residential. 


All standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition. The concrete 
sculptures are in fair to good condition. The trees and shrubs are also in fair to 
good condition, except for some small unmaintained grassy areas which are full 
of invasive Japanese knotweed and debris. 


St. James Street Park is in generally good condition, although maintenance has 
been inadequate in some areas. There is some graffiti in the park, but the park 
does not appear to be subject to great abuse. The space is simply designed, with a 
central berm and an inviting entrance with granite bollards, a steel picket fence 
and flowering trees. The urban wild area to the north has magnificent views of 
downtown Boston. This natural area, with high puddingstone outcroppings falling 
away toward Dudley Square, is presently used for pedestrian circulation between 
the school parking lot below and the park, as indicated by the informally con- 
structed stone steps between the two areas. Development of this link to the 
Dudley commercial center and the school below could greatly augment this park’s 
usefulness for the larger neighborhood. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: St. James Street Park No.: RX=-31 
location: St. James Street 

Acreage: 0.4A Site Type: Passive Park 

Site Description: St. James Street Park is a small, rectangular 


passive use area abutting St. James Street on the 
south and residences on the west. To the north, 
the park abuts a steeply sloping urban wild-like 
area with high puddingstone outcroppings which 
affords distant views of downtown Boston. To the 
east is a residence and a school athletic field 
area below a vertical stone escarpment. The site 
is designed with a cul-de-sac pathway with 
numerous benches and lights. There is a 
naturalistic planting of Crabapples, Maples and 
some Pines amidst several small puddingstone 
outcroppings. Climbable concrete sculptures are 
used in the park as focal elements. Surrounding 
land uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: All standard park built elements are in fair to 
good condition. The concrete sculptures are in 
fair to good condition. The trees and shrubs are 
also in fair to good condition, except for some 
small unmaintained grassed areas which are full 
of invasive Japanese Knotweed and debris. 


Major Site Issues: St. James Street Park is in generally good 
condition, although maintenance has been 
inadequate in some areas. There is some graffiti 
in the park, but the park does not appear to be 
subject to great abuse. The space is simply 
designed, with a central berm and an inviting 
entrance with granite bollards, steel picket 
fence and flowering trees. The urban wild area 
to the north, with its magnificent views of 
downtown Boston, should be purchased, if not 
already owned by the City, and added to the 
park. This natural area, with high puddingstone 

e outcroppings falling away toward Dudley Square, 
is presently used for pedestrian circulation 
between the school parking lot below and the 
park, as indicated by informally constructed 
stone steps between the two areas. Development 
of this link to the Dudley commercial center and 
school below could greatly augment this park’s 
usefulness for the larger neighborhood. 
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DRINKING FOUNTAINS 
FENCES Sel pickat 4 hag 


BICYCLE RACKS 


BENCHES, PARK 
BLEACHERS 
BOLLARDS 
CATCHBASINS 
DUMPSTERS 
GAME TABLES 
LIGHTING 
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STANDARD PARK 
BUILT ELEMENTS 
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PICNIC TABLES 
RAILINGS 
| WATER FEATURES 


SERVICE GATES 
SIGNS, ENTRY 


MONUMENTS 
STAIRS 
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Site Photograph 2 
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View along edge of 


site with Orange 
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Line beyond. 
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Site Photograph 4 


Residential parking 
on area appears to be 
on the site. 
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Site Photograph 5 


This property opposite 
#110 Thornton Street 
has the possibility 

of being park property 
due to the presence 

of typical Parks 
Department play 
structures. 


Site Photograph 6 


This site is 
overgrown and has 
been used for dumping 
material. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 
Site Name: Thornton Street #134 No.: RX-32 
Location: 134 Thornton Street 
Acreage: 0.06A Site Type: Undeveloped Lot 


Site Description: Thornton Street #134 appears to be an undeveloped 
lot formerly used for housing. The site is 
moderately sloping and, according to the City 
plan, is a very small, narrow rectangular 
parcel. land uses are residential. 
Malcolm "X" Park and Connolly Playground are 
located within a quarter of a mile of this site 
and provide playground and athletic facilities. 


Major Site Issues: The small size and narrow width of Thorton 
Street #134 greatly limit its usefulness. The 
location of the City park is in question. The 
exact location of City property should be 
clarified and neighborhood needs determined in 
light of nearby recreational facilities. 


Note: Another site opposite 110 Thornton Street was 
visited by the evaluation team, an undeveloped 
lot with several standard play structures. 
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Site Photograph 1 


View along Humboldt 
Avenue towards seating 
area along street edge. 
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Site Photograph 2 a 


View into site towards 
basketball courts. 
Empty tree pits and 
weeds in pavement. 


Site Photograph 3 


Below-grade playground. 
Swings unusable. 
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Site Photograph 4 


Playground in foreground 
and cobble climbing 
pyramid behind. 


Site Photograph 5 


View along edge of 
park on Waumbeck 
Avenue. Many missing 


| 
trees and removed 


benches and tables. 


Site Photograph 6 — 


Basketball courts - 
clear visibility 
into site from street. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 

Site Name: Trotter School Playground 

Location: Waumbeck and Humboldt Avenues 
) Acreage: 1.3 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: Trotter School Playground is a large paved play area adjacent to an elementary 
school. There are three sunken basketball courts in the western third of the site 
with wide steps for use both as access and as bleachers. The area nearest the 
intersection of Humboldt and Waumbeck Avenues is developed as a wide, shaded 
sitting area. There is a playground between this area and the basketball courts. 
Wide concrete steps encompassing part of the play area provide seating and 
enclosure. A smaller play area is developed for toddlers. Surrounding land uses 
are residential and institutional. 


Condition Assessments: All standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition. The basketball 
courts are mostly in good condition, but one needs a new backboard and another 
needs anew rim. The play structures need rehabilitation. Although the climbing 
structures are functional, the swings are unusable, spring tables are broken and the 
sand surface needs improvement. Two-thirds of the original tree planting is dead. 
The remaining trees are in fair condition but need maintenance. 


Major Site Issues: The overall layout of the original design of Trotter School Playground is good. 
However, excessive pavement has caused a harsh and inhospitable environment. 
Trees in many places have failed, most likely because of the amount of paving 
and the limited open surface available for root respiration and water percolation. 
Additional tree plantings would greatly improve the character of the park, using a 
planting detail that allows a more generous area of porous material to support tree 
growth and health. 
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DRAFT 


Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Trotter School Playground No.: RX-33 
Location: Waumbeck and Humboldt Avenues 

Acreage: 1.3A Site Type: Playlot 

Site Description: Trotter School Playground is a large paved play 


area adjacent to an elementary school. There are 
three sunken basketball courts in the westerm 
third of the site with wide steps for use both as 
access and as bleachers. The area nearest the 
intersection of Humboldt and Waumbeck Avenues is 
developed aS a wide shaded sitting area. There » 
is a playground between this area and the 
basketball courts. Wide concrete steps 
encompassing part of the play area provide 
seating and enclosure. A smaller play area is 
developed for toddlers. Surrounding land uses 
are residential and institutional. 


Condition Assessments: All standard park built elements are in fair to 
good condition. The basketball courts are mostly 
in good condition, however one needs a new 
backboard and another a new rim. The play 
structures need rehabilitation. Although the 
climbing structures are functional, the swings 
are unusable, spring tables are broken and the 
sand surface needs improvement. Two-thirds of 
the original tree planting is dead. The 
remaining trees are in fair condition and need 
maintenance. 


Major Site Issues: _ The overall layout of the original design of 
Trotter School Playground is good. However, 
excessive pavement has caused a harsh and 
inhospitable environment. Trees in many places 
have failed, most likely because of the amount of 
paving and the limited open surface available for 
root respiration and water percolation. 
Additional tree plantings would greatly improve 
the character of the park, using a planting 
detail that allows a more generous area of porous 
material to support tree growth and health. 
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_ Neighborhood: FOYSUFY SITE NO. 


») Site Name: WALNUT FAFK FA. _ Site Type: Puylot 
Location: WALNUT FACE Acreage:022A' 
Evaluation Team: #3 PT Weather Conditions: 


Evaluation Date: =}%0'87 Sta 
Surrounding Land Uses: 5éddéunal 
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Site Photograph i 


View across paved 
playground. Tree 
in center to be removed. 
Pines soften and 
partially screen 
along edge. 


Site Photograph 2 


Silver Maples surviving 
despite root space 

being totally paved. 
Concrete play structures 
and spray fixture to 
right. 


Site Photograph 3 


Concrete play structures. 
Use of circular 
structure unknown. 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 4 


Shelter at far corner 
of park in need of 
repair. 


Site Photograph 5 ‘ 


Corner of Walnut 
Park and Walnut Avenue 
showing seating and 
empty tree pits. 
Concrete wall a 
good edge treatment. 


Site Photograph 6 — 


Dead tree needs 
removal. Safety 
surface needs 

cleaning. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 

Site Name: Walnut Park Play Arca 
Location: Walnut Park at Walnut Avenue 
Acreage: 0.32 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: Walnut Park Play Area is a small playlot on the corner of Walnut Park and 
Walnut Avenue. Residences abut it on the north and west. The park is entirely 
paved. Several angular concrete walls subdivide the space and separate play areas 
from the street. There are several large silver maple trees on the site. There are 
several play areas with equipment throughout the site. Two concrete circular 
areas, one a spray pool and one of unclear function, are located in the center of the 
space. A wooden shelter is located at the northern comer of the park. Surround- 
ing land uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: The walls and fencing are in good condition, and the paving is in fair to poor 
condition. The two site benches are in poor condition. The play structures are in 
fair to good condition. The trees are for the most part in fair condition. One is 
dead and needs removal, while several empty tree pits indicate dead and removed 
trees. 


Major Site Issues: Walnut Park Play Area looks severe and barren, despite the fair to good condition 
of most of its play structures. The concrete play equipment is heavy and impos- 
ing looking, providing little play value for children. This character is intensified 
by the fact that the entire site is paved. The existence of mature trees is an asset, 
although they are under stress because of the lack of porous surface material 
around them for water and oxygen intake by the roots. 


The concrete walls are well-used to define spaces, and promote a sense of greater 
space than actually exists. Rehabilitation of this park should focus on greater 
creativity in play structures, more seating, less pavement, and adding more 

tadeas plantings. Good use should be made of the walls and shade trees, which can serve 
as positive elements of the park by relieving stress on existing trees. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


DRAFT 


Site Name: Walnut Park Play Area No.: RxX-34 
Location: Walnut Park at Walnut Avenue 


Acreage: 0.32 A 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Site Type: Playlot 


Walnut Park Play Area is a small playlot on the 
corner of Walnut Park and Walnut Avenue. 
Residences abut it on the north and west. The 
park is entirely paved. Several angular concrete 
walls subdivide the space and separate play areas 
from the street. There are several large Silver 
Maple trees on the site. There are several play 
areas with equipment throughout the site. Two 
concrete circular areas, one a spray pool and one 
of unclear function, are located in the center of 
the space. A wooden shelter is located at the 
northern corner of the park. Surrounding land 
uses are residential. 


The walls and fencing are in good condition, and 
the paving in fair to poor condition. The two 
site benches are in poor condition. The play 
structures are in fair to good condition. The 
trees are for the most part in fair condition. 
One is dead and needs removal, while several 
empty tree pits indicate dead and removed trees. 


Walnut Park Play Area looks severe and barren, 
despite the fair to good condition of most of its 
play structures. The concrete play equipment is 
heavy and imposing looking, providing little play 
value for children. This character is 
intensified by the fact that the entire site is 
paved. The existence of mature trees is an 
asset, although they are under stress because of 
the lack of porous surface material around them 
for water and oxygen intake by the roots. 


The concrete walls are well used to define 
spaces, and promote a sense of greater space than 
actually exists. Rehabilitation of this park 
should focus on greater creativity in play 
structures, more seating and less pavement. Good 
use should be made of the walls and shade trees 
as positive elements of the park relieving stress 
on existing trees and adding more plantings. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 

Site Name: Winthrop Playground 
Location: Danube and Dacia Streets 
Acreage: 1.57A 

Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: Winthrop Playground is a square site between Dacia and Danube Streets. There is 
a school to the north and a residence to the south. A ten-foot concrete retaining 
wall edges the park along Dacia Street. 


The southern half of the site is an L-shaped grassy area for informal play. A 
basketball and tennis court are located at the center of the park adjacent to Danube 
Street. The northem portion of the site, a lower terrace, is developed as a play- 
ground and sitting area. There are several linear plantings of sugar maple trees 
framing the grass field and athletic court. A bosque of linden trees has been 
planted in the playground sitting area. Surrounding land uses are residential and 
institutional. 


Condition Assessments: Most of the benches, fencing, steps and paving are in fair to good condition. The 
concrete retaining wall is in poor condition, leaning outward and cracking. The 
tennis and basketball courts are in fair to good condition. The playground is 
unusable. Although there are several metal structures that are in fair condition, 
most are deteriorated. There is no sand surface remaining. The trees are in good 
condition although guy wires have not been removed and the lindens in the play 
area exhibit severe bark damage. The sugar maples in the grassy area are in very 
good condition. The grass is very poorly maintained, with an unremoved thick 
thatch of grass. 


Major Site Issues: The basic design of Winthrop Playground is good, with athletic courts visible 
from the road, proximity to the playground for the adjacent school and a large 
grassy area for informal play. However, vandalism and poor maintenance have 
caused the playground to deteriorate to an unusable condition and consequently it 
projects an abandoned appearance. The concrete retaining wall along Dacia 
Street needs reconstruction. Although some trees are in very good condition, guy 
wires need to be removed in order to prevent trunks from being girdled. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 
Site Name: 
Location: 


Acreage: 1.57 A 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Winthrop Playground No.: 
Danube and Dacia Streets 


RX-36 


Site Type: Playlot 


Winthrop Playground is a square site between 
Dacia and Danube Streets. There is a school to 
the north and a residence to the south. A 
ten-foot concrete retaining wall edges the park 
along Dacia Street. 


The southern half of the site is an L-shaped 
grassed area for informal play. A basketball and 
tennis court are located at the center of the 
park adjacent to Danube Street. The northem 
portion of the site, a lower terrace, is 
developed as a playground and sitting area. 

There are several linear plantings of Sugar Maple 
trees framing the grassed field and athletic 
court. A bosque of Linden trees have been 
planted in the playground sitting area. 
Surrounding land uses are residential and 
institutional. 


Most of the benches, fencing, steps and paving 
are in fair to good condition. The concrete 
retaining wall is in poor condition, leaning 
outward and cracking. The tennis and basketball 
courts are in fair to good condition. The 
playground is unusable. Although there are 
several metal structures that are in fair 
condition, most are deteriorated. There is no 
sand surface remaining. The trees are in good 
condition although guy wires have not been 
removed and the Lindens in the play area exhibit 
severe bark damage. The Sugar Maples in the 
grassed area are in very good condition. The 
grass is very poorly maintained, with an 
unremoved thick thatch of grass. 


The basic design of Winthrop Playground is good, 
with athletic courts visible from the road, 
proximity to the playground for the adjacent 
school and a large grassed area for informal 
play. However, vandalism and poor maintenance 
have caused the playground to deteriorate to an 
unusable condition and consequently it projects 
an abandoned appearance. The concrete retaining 
wall along Dacia Street needs reconstruction. 
Although some trees are in very good condition, 
guy wires need to be removed in order to prevent 
trunks from being girdled. 
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Neighborhood: foysuey | Se gtg ook 
site Name: WHITTIEE PLAYGFOUNDSite Type: Raul 
Location: WHiImME APT. COMPLEY Acreage: 0-4 

Evaluation Team: @f 3 Pt- - Weather Conditions: 
Evaluation Date: 44+:20:> 
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SITE NO. 


Site Photograph 1 


View into center of 
housing area and 
playground. One 
shade tree. 
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Site Photograph 2 | 


Passive use area 
with benches. 
Entire area paved. 


Site Photograph 3 


Spray area in 
middle ground. 


SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 4 


Paved playground - 
hard surface hazardous. 
No swings on swing 
set. 
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Site Photograph sa 


Playground with 
bituminous concrete 
on safety surface. 
Concrete footings 
a safety problem. 


Site Photograph 6 — 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Whittier Playground 


Location: Whittier Apartment Complex 


Acreage: 0.3 A 
Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Me xiv-22 


Whittier Playground is located in the middle of the Whittier Housing Authority 
development. The site consists of several small play areas. The site is almost 
entirely paved with bituminous concrete. Surrounding the play area are large 
paved areas with scattered benches. There are several small grassy areas adjacent 
to buildings and parking areas that are planted with trees, shrubs and flowers. 


Almost all the benches and fencing are in good condition. The paving is in poor 
condition, cracked and settling. The play equipment is in fair condition, with 
some unusable pieces. The appearance of the play area is deteriorated and 
uninviting, and the equipment offers little play value. For the most part, the trees, 
grass and shrubs are in good condition. 


Whittier Playground is bleak, unattractive and deteriorated, dominated by 
pavement and buildings with few trees to soften the harsh environment. The site 
warrants redesign. An important issue for this site is clarification of maintenance 
responsibility. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Whittier Playground No.: RX-37 
Location: Whittier Apartment Complex 

Acreage: 0.3 A Site Type: Playlot 

Site Description: Whittier Playground is located in the middle of 


the Whittier Housing Authority development. The 
site consists of several small play areas. The 
site is almost entirely paved with bituminous 
concrete. Surrounding the play area are large 
paved areas with scattered benches. There are 
several small grassed areas adjacent to buildings 
and parking areas that are planted with trees, 
shrubs and flowers. 


Condition Assessments: Almost all the benches and fencing are in good 
condition. The paving is in poor condition, 
cracked and settling. The play equipment is in 
fair condition, with some unusable pieces. The 
appearance of the play area is deteriorated and 
uninviting, and the equipment offers little play. 
value. For the most part, the trees, grass and 
shrubs are in good condition. 


Major Site Issues: Whittier Playground is bleak, unattractive and 
deteriorated, dominated by pavement and buildings 
with few trees to soften the harsh environment. 
The site warrants redesign. An important issue 
for this site is clarification of maintenance 
responsibility between the Housing Authority and 
the Parks Department. 
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PARK EVALUATION 


BENCHES, PARK 
BICYCLE RACKS 


BLEACHERS 


BOLLARDS 


CATCHBASINS 


DRINKING FOUNTAINS 
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GAME TABLES 
LIGHTING 
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BACKBOARD / HOOP 


BASKETBALL: 
SURFACE 
BANGBOARD 
FENCING 
SURFACE 
NET POLES 

BASEBALL: 
BACKSTOP 
INFIELD 
OUTFIELD 

LITTLE LEAGUE: 

. BACKSTOP 
INFIELD 
OUTFIELD 

SOFTBALL: 
BACKSTOP 
INFIELD 
OUTFIELD’ 

FOOTBALL: FIELD 

| SOCCER: FIELD 
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PARK EVALUATION 


- Neighborhood: Foxfor _ SITE NO. 


Site Name: CEDAR SQUARE Site Type: HV ver 
Location: CEDAR, Joni ree tTHOR MN Acreage: 0.4 


Evaluation Team: SF 3 £tt Weather Conditions: 
Evaluation Date: 4 2b D Gu 
Surrounding Land Uses: ; | 


Site Plan 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 
Site Name: Cedar Square 


Location: Cedar, Thornton and Juniper Streets 


Acreage: 0.6 A 
Site Type: Square 


ROSS ET ee Le NT TTT] 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


—_—_—_——————————————— 


Cedar Square abuts Juniper Street on the east, Cedar Street on the south, Thornton 
Street on the west and Cedar Square on the north. The land slopes in a very 
irregular manner from a high point at the north corner of the park with many 
puddingstone outcroppings. The park is covered with a thick meadow grass. A 
puddingstone wall frames the park along Cedar, Thornton and part of Juniper 
Street. Two sets of granite stairs enter the park from the corners of Cedar and 
Juniper and Cedar and Thornton Streets. Two diagonal concrete paths cross the 
park. Four trees that are self-established are located in the west area of the park. 
Surrounding land uses are residential. 


The steps and walls are in good condition, although small areas of the wall need 
repair. The condition of the sidewalk varies considerably. Along Cedar and 
Thornton Streets it is good, within the park it is fair, and along Juniper Street it is 
very poor. The lawn is very irregular and difficult to mow. The existing trees are 
in good condition. 


Cedar Square lacks a clear sense of purpose and at present functions primarily as 
a pedestrian thoroughfare, with some passive use. Because of the topography and 
rock outcroppings this site would not be appropriate for development with active 
recreational facilities. However, further development with planting, lawn 
renovation and possibly seating would allow it to better serve the neighborhood 
both visually and functionally. The path towards the comer of J uniper and Cedar 
is awkwardly laid out and graded, and should be reconstructed. This would make 
it both more attractive and easier to maintain. 
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Site Photograph 1 


Entrance from corner 
of Thornton and Cedar 
Streets. Shows 
well-constructed 
stone wall. 


Site Photograph 2 


Shows rock outcropping 
along hill. 


Site Photograph 3 


Edge along Juniper 
Street with naturally 
occurring trees, 
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Site Photograph 4 


Crosswalk through 
site. Litter on 
Sidewalk at base of 
slope. 


Site Photograph 5 be 


Stump needs removal 
at this entrance. 
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Site Photograph 6 


Sidewalk down hill 
awkwardly graded. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


DRAFT 


Site Name: Cedar Square No.: RX-39 
Location: Cedar, Thornton and Juniper Streets 


Acreage: 0.6A 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Site Type: Square 


Cedar Square abuts Juniper Street on the east, 
Cedar Street on the south, Thornton Street on the 
west and an unnamed street (Cedar Square?) on the 
north. The land slopes in a very irregular 
manner from a high point at the north corner of 
the park with many puddingstone outcroppings. 

The park is covered with a thick meadow grass. A 
puddingstone wall frames the park along Cedar, 
Thornton and part of Juniper Street. ‘Two sets of 
granite stairs enter the park from the corners of 
Cedar and Juniper and Cedar and Thorton 

Streets. Two diagonal concrete paths cross the 
park. Four trees that are self-established are 
located in the west area of the park. 

Surrounding land uses are residential. 


The steps and walls are in good condition, 
although small areas of the wall need repair. 
The condition of the sidewalk varies 
considerably. Along Cedar and Thornton Streets 
it is good, within the park it is fair, and along 
Juniper Street it is very poor. The lawn is very 
irregular and difficult to mow. The existing 
trees are in good condition. 


Cedar Square lacks a clear sense of purpose and 
at present functions primarily as a pedestrian 
thoroughfare, with some passive use. Because of 
the topography and rock outcroppings this site 
would not be appropriate for development with 
active recreational facilities. However, further 
development with planting, lawn renovation and 
possibly seating would allow it to better serve 
the neighborhood both visually and functionally. 
The path towards the corner of Juniper and Cedar 
is awkwardly laid out and graded, and should be 
reconstructed. This would make it both more 
attractive and easier to maintain. 
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INFIELD 
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INFIELD 
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CITY OF BOSTON 
PARK EVALUATION 


Neighborhood: FOxRUR: SITE NO. 


) Site Name: LAVISCOUNT PLAZA Site Type: eal Avery 
Location: TOWNSEND * HOMBOLDI Acreage: ZA 


Evaluation Team:S€ ? It Weather Conditions: Conditions: 


Evaluation Date: =<} :20: Ww, 
Surrounding Land Uses: Cuwa scl, peau , 
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Site Photograph 


View of plaza showing 
raised monument and 
bus shelter with 
planted spray area 
behind. 


Site Photograph 2 


View showing varied 
paving materials 
and raised sitting 
and planting in 
middle ground. 


. . - = = . = 


Site Photograph 3 


Monument. 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 4 


Adjacent paved 
playground and shade 
trees beyond. 


Site Photograph 5 


View into raised 
sitting area. Lilac 
hedging on either 

side of stairs. 


eae nang ya es, 
ee be age oe ay ; 


gd: 
va. ~ 


Site Photograph 6 


Linden tree planting 
around spray area. 


Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Laviscount Plaza No.: RX-41 
Location: Townsend Street and Humboldt Avenue 

Acreage: © 0.62 A Site Type: Square 

Site Description: Laviscount Plaza is a large paved area at the 


corner of Walnut Avenue and Townsend Street 
consisting of three separate levels. The terrace 
at the corner of Townsend and Humboldt is 
entirely paved with a few benches, a bus stop 
shelter, pyramidal steps to a memorial light and 
a raised square seating area encompassed by a 
planter. The lower east terrace consists of 
seating and trees around the perimeter facing a 
sculptural spray area. Behind the seating is a 
terraced planter with a Lilac hedge. To the east 
of the plaza is a play area belonging to the 
School Department. To the east of the play area 
is a rectangular grassed area which slopes up to 
a school. Several picnic tables and large, 
magnificent Oak trees are located here. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park built elements vary 
considerably from good to poor condition. The 
paving has subsided in some areas, but is 
generally in fair condition. Although the 
benches do not appear subject to any vandalisn, 
many are in fair to poor condition because of 
rotting wood. The lights are vandalized and many 
are damaged or broken. The concrete walls, steps 
and mich of the fencing are in good condition. 
The trees are mostly in good condition, requiring 
maintenance. The Lilac hedge is in good 
condition. The grass in in fair condition, with 
a somewhat irregular surface. The raised planter 
is full of weeds. 


Major Site Issues: The overall design of Laviscount Plaza is good. 
Although somewhat excessively paved, the rich 
Lilac hedge and Linden planting around the spray 

pool make the plaza as a whole attractive. The 

raised planter sitting area has several 
problems. It is full of weeds and needs 
additional planting to provide some screening for 
the benches which are now very exposed. This 
sitting area is a dead-end space, and would be 
more comfortable to use if there were a second 
point of egress. 
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NETGHBORHOOD OF ROXBURY - VOLUME I 


PARKS 


RX-1. 


RX-2. 


RX-3. 


RX-4. 


RX-5. 


RX-8. 


RX-9 . 


RX-10. 


RX-11. 


RX-1la. 


RX-12. 


RX-13. 


RX-14. 


RX-15. 


Beauford Play Area 
Howard Avenue and Woodcliff ‘Street 


Brunswick-King Play Area 
Brunswick and Loredo Streets | 


Ceylon Hill Park 
Intervale and Magnolia Streets 


Ceylon Street Playground 
Ceylon and Intervale Streets 


Childrens Park 
Intervale Street 


Clifford Playground 
Norfolk and Procter Streets 


Connolly Park 
Marcella and Highland Streets 


Crawford St. Playground 
Crawford Street and Walnut Avenue 


Elm Hill Park 
550 Warren Street 


Erie-Ellington Street Playground 


Erie and Ellington Streets 


Eustis St. Play Area 
Eustis, Hampdon, Dunmore and Magazine Streets 


Flaherty Playground 
Cornwall Street and Brookside Avenue 


Not Within Scope of Survey 


Hannon Playground 
Howard Avenue and Harlow Street off Dudley Street 


Harris Park 
Townsend Street, Walnut Avenue, and Munroe Street 


Highland Park 
Fort Avenue and Beechglen Street 
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NETGHBORHOOD OF ROXBURY Cont’d. 


PARKS 


RX-16. 


RX-17.* 


RX-18. 


RX-19. 


RX-20. 


RX-21. 


RX=22. 


Howes Playground 
Winthrop, Fairland and Moreland Streets 


Humboldt Plaza 


Jeep Jones Park 
Roxbury, King and New Dudley Streets 


King School Park - 
Intervale Street and Coleus Park 


King Street Play Area 
King Street 


Kittredge Park 
Highland and Linwood Streets 


Lambert Avenue Playground 
Lambert Avenue, Millmont, and Dorr Streets 


Same site as RX-41, Laviscount Plaza. 
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CITY OF BOSTON | 
PARK EVALUATION 


Neighborhood: Foy4ury | Se 
| Site Name: BeAvroeD MAY AFEA Site Type: plu lot 
Location: HOWARD € \WooDCcLIFF e: 


Acreage: .0o9A0 
Evaluation Team:OfF A4Pt . ae. Coo Canditisen: 
Evaluation Date: <'7:2 SU . 
Surrounding Land Uses: !idaboycd let | VA donna 


Site Plan UNDEVELOPED LOT 


RESIDENTIAL 


Woodcliff Street 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 1. 


Chain link damaged 
along edge. Spray 
pool with sloped play 
area behind. Swings 
not functional. 
Community gardens 
beyond. 


Site Photograph 2 ; 


Strong tree planting 
on corner. 
23 


AD 
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Site Photograph 3 _ 


Chain link missing 
along street edge 
and right side. 
Playground on slope, 
difficult to 
maintain surface - 
use of area causes 
erosion. 
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Site Photograph 4 
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Game table and 
picnic table. 


Site Photograph 5 _ 


Tree bed surface 
needs levelling to 
improve appearance. 


Site Photograph 6 


Safety surface - 
weeds and broken 
glass, desire line 
running across center 
of area. 


Neighborhood: Roxbury 

Site Name: Beauford Play Area 

Location: Howard Avenue and Woodcliff Street 
Acreage: .09 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: Beauford Play Area is a small square park located on the corner of Woodcliff 
Street and Howard Avenue. It abuts an undeveloped lot to the north and an 
abandoned lot to the west. A small irregularly shaped area of the site at the street 
comer is planted with four linden trees behind a wooden curb. In the center of 
this park area is a paved area with a game table, a picnic table and a spray area. 

- The site slopes considerably up to the north. A set of concrete steps enters the 
park from Howard Avenue. A play area with four large play structures is located 
on the sloping northern half of the park. 


Condition Assessments: In general, the standard park-built elements are in good condition. The fencing 
has been removed from some park edges. The picnic table needs repair, the 
hardware has been removed from one support. The play structures are in fair to 
unusable condition. Swings need to be reinstalled on the swing set and missing 
pegs need to be replaced on the climber. The play surface is in very poor condi- 
tion. The trees are in good condition. However, the grassy areas, particularly the 
area under the trees, are poor. 


Major Site Issues: The slope of the play area is the major issue for Beauford Play Area. It is too 
steep to be stable under use, which has resulted in erosion in some areas. Terrac- 
ing the area would resolve the problem. Fencing, particularly around the play- 
ground, should be replaced and benches should be provided in proximity to the 
play structures. The strong planting of shade trees at the site’s southeast edge 
works well. The surface of this planted area should be improved with either bark 
mulch or grass. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


DRAFT 


Site Name: Beauford Play Area No.: RX-1 
Location: Howard Avenue and Woodcliff Street 


Acreage: -O9 A 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Site Type: Playlot 


Beauford Play Area is a small square park located 
on the corner of Woodcliff Street and Howard 
Avenue. It abuts an undeveloped lot to the north 
and an abandoned lot to the west. A small 
irregularly shaped area of the site at the street 
corner is planted with four Linden trees behind a 
wooden curb. In the center of this park area is 
a paved area with a game table, a picnic table 
and a spray area. The site slopes considerably 
up to the north. A set of concrete steps enters 
the park from Howard Avenue. A play area with 
four large play structures is located on the 
sloping northern half of the park. 


In general, the standard park built elements are 
in good condition. The fencing, however, has 
been removed from some park edges. The picnic 
table needs repair - the hardware has been 
removed from one support. The play structures 
are in fair to unusable condition. Swings need 
to be reinstalled on the swing set and missing 
pegs replaced on the climber. The play surface 
is in very poor condition. The trees are in good 
condition. However, the grass areas, 
particularly the area under the trees, is poor. 


The slope of the play area is the major issue for 
Beauford Play Area. It is too steep to be stable 
under use, and has resulted in erosion in some 
areas. Terracing the area would resolve the 
problem. Fencing, particularly around the 
playground, should be replaced and benches 
provided in proximity to the play structures. 

The strong planting of shade trees at the site’s 
southeast edge works well. The surface of this 
planted area should be improved with either bark 
mulch or grass. 
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CITY OF BOSTON 
PARK EVALUATION 


Neighborhood: FOveo0r SITE NO. 
site Name: BEONSW|CL-KNG Pi Site Type: fdsnvw fal 

Location: BAUNSWICK ¢LoREDO _A Roreage: 9.65A O.CBM 
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Site Photograph 3 
View into property 
from adjacent property. 


Entrance to park from 
showing portion of 


Brunswick Street. 
site undeveloped and 


entrance from Devon 
indistinguishable 


View through park to 
Street 


dead end street next 
to undeveloped land. 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 4 


Picnic tables and wall - 
the major site improve- 
ments. Evidence of 
barbed wire along back 
property line. Post to 
right once supported 

a trash receptacle. 


Site Photograph 5 


Entranceway from 
Devon Street - broken 
benches, graffiti and 
poor grass growth. 


Site Photograph 6 


Property line by adjacent 
residential area. 


- r 
/ +em / 


PY 
ea 
’ : ‘ 
CHL. STTS 
ore, eee f 
+418 OR e ee hoes & og 0 tree. od Cana — Signe 


r : é - 7 
| * Btetwotedy aie 


j Liaw Oba eaivas otrett 
’ v i ai ; : a at) “ 
in acuebi Sova 
| 
; be “9 w) | ¢? t¥ 
t ‘ > 4 
| ¥ 
; S 
ay 
r ~ 
4 » 
é 
of 
id 


ch, il x 


i b 


ae 


x 


Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Brunswick-King Play Area 
Location: Brunswick and Laredo Streets 


Acreage: 0.85 A 
Site Type: Passive Park 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Brunswick-King Play Area is a small, L-shaped area between Devon Street on the 
south and the end of Brunswick Street on the east. This site has been designed as 
a pedestrian passageway with several benches adjacent to the Devon Street 
entrance and five picnic tables at the tum in the path toward Brunswick Street. 
Granite bollards and chain-link fencing frame the Devon Street entrance. The 
Brunswick Street entrancé has concrete bollards to control access. The park has a 
good tree cover with the exception of the area adjacent to Devon Street, which is 
treeless. 


To the northwest, the park is bordered by a very large area of abandoned property 
formerly used for industry or manufacturing. To the east and south the park abuts 
residences. 


The standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition except for the 
chain-link fence along the boundary adjacent to the vacant land, which is largely 
torn down. Two benches are in poor condition. Three light pull-boxes suggest 
that there once were lights in the park. 


The park is poorly maintained and subject to vandalism. Its proximity to aban- 
doned property undoubtedly contributes to the latter issue. The park would be 
greatly improved by additional plantings along Devon Street and increased 
maintenance effort. 


The eventual use of the abutting vacant parcel will have enormous impact on this 
park. This vacant land abuts Children’s Park on Intervale Street. Ownership of 
this property should be clarified, and incorporation into the park system investi- 
gated. If incorporated, it could expand Brunswick-King Play Area and be 
developed for recreational use. A major drawback of the park as it now exists is 
the very limited amount of road frontage, and poor visibility into the interior of 
the site. 
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Site Name: Brunswick - King Play Area No.: RX-2 


Acreage: 0.85 A 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Site Type: Passive Park 


Brunswick - King Play Area is a small, L-shaped 
area between Devon Street on the south and the 
end of Brunswick Street on the east. This site 
has been designed as a pedestrian passageway with 
several benches adjacent to the Devon Street 
entrance and five picnic tables at the tur in 
the path toward Brunswick Street. Granite 
bollards and chain link fencing frame the Devon 
Street entrance. The Brunswick Street entrance | 
has concrete bollards to control access. The 
park has a good tree cover with the exception of 
the area adjacent to Devon Street, which is 
| 


To the northwest, the park is bordered by a very 
large area of abandoned property formerly used 
for industry or manufacturing. To the east and 
south the park abuts residences. 


The standard park built elements are in fair to | 
good condition except for the chain link fence 
along the boundary adjacent to the vacant land 
which is largely torn down. ‘Two benches are in 
poor condition. Three light pull boxes suggest 
that there once were lights in the park. 


The park is poorly maintained and subject to 
vandalism. Its proximity to abandoned property 
undoubtedly contributes to the latter issue. The 
park would be greatly improved by additional | 
plantings along Devon Street and increased h | 
maintenance effort. 


The eventual use of the abutting vacant parcel 

will have enormous impact on this park. This 

vacant land abuts Children’s Park on Intervale 

Street. Ownership of this property should be | 
clarified, and incorporation into the park system i 
investigated. If incorporated, it could expand 

Brunswick - King Play Area and be developed for 

recreational use. A major drawback of the park 

as it now exists is the very limited amount of 

road frontage and poor visibility into the 


_ interior of the site. 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 1 


View into park 
alongside adjacent 
building. Park 
being used as place 
to park cars. 


Site Photograph 2 


View along Magnolia 
Street showing 
inappropriate use 
of park as parking 
lot. 


Site Photograph 3 


Sitting area. All 
benches unusable. 


A atl 


i] 


SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 4 


Basketball court - 
fencing missing, 
subsidence of surface, 
no backboards or 
hoops. 


Site Photograph 5 


Dumping of old cars. 


Site Photograph 6 


View across back 
of site. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Ceylon Hill Park 


Location: Intervale and Magnolia Surets 


Acreage: 0.5 A 
Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


WM xv-12 


Ceylon Hill Park is a small rectangular site located west of Ceylon Street Play- 
ground and east of Ceylon Street at the junction of Ceylon Street and Lawrence 
Avenue. The park is a moderately sloping terrace above a high steep embank- 
ment dropping down to Ceylon Street Playground. A tennis court is located at the 
northern edge of the park. Adjacent to it is a small sitting area with game tables. 
Moderately sloping lawns are located in the southern half of the park, now used 
for car parking and storage. The surrounding land uses are residential and 
recreational. 


Most standard park-built elements are in very poor to unusable condition. The 
tennis court is in unusable condition because of settlement of the paving as well as 
vandalism and lack of maintenance. The grass is in very poor condition due both 
to lack of maintenance and to use of the park for car parking and storage. The 
few trees are mostly in good condition. 


Lack of maintenance and vandalism have greatly contributed to the poor and 
essentially unusable condition of Ceylon-St@et Park. Settlement of the fill below 
the tennis court has rendered the court unusable. Use of the park for parking and 
the presence of abandoned cars have greatly deteriorated the grass and conveys a 
strong message that this park is not for neighborhood recreation. The use needs 
for this park should be clarified in conjunction with facilities provided in Ceylon 
Street Playground. | 
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DRAFT 


Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Ceylon Hill Park No.: RX-3 
Location: Intervale and Magnolia Streets 

Acreage: O.5A Site Type: Playlot 

Site Description: Ceylon Hill Park is a small rectangular site 


located west of Ceylon Street Playground and east 
of Ceylon Street at the junction of Ceylon Street 
and Lawrence Avenue. The park is a moderately 
sloping terrace above a high steep embankment 
dropping down to Ceylon Street Playground. A 
tennis court is located at the northern edge of 
the park. Adjacent to it is a small sitting area 
with game tables. Moderately sloping lawns are 
located in the southern half of the park, now 
used for car parking and storage. The 
surrounding land uses are residential and 
recreational. 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park built elements are -in very 
poor to unusable condition. The tennis court is 
in unusable condition because of settlement of 
the paving as well as vandalism and lack of 
maintenance. The grass is in very poor condition 
due both to lack of maintenance and to use of the 
park for car parking and storage. The few trees 
are mostly in good condition. 


Major Site Issues: Lack of maintenance and vandalism have greatly 
: contributed to the poor and essentially unusable 

condition of Ceylon Street Park. Settlement of 
the fill below the tennis court has rendered the 
court unusable. Use of the park for parking and 
the presence of abandoned cars has greatly 
deteriorated the grass and conveys a strong 
message that this park is not for neighborhood 
recreation. The use needs for this park should 
be clarified in conjunction with facilities 
provided in Ceylon Street Playground. 
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CITY OF BOSTON 
PARK EVALUATION 
SITE NO. 


Neighborhood: Fox Buk y 
) Site Name: CEYLON sIrrer MSD. Name: CEYLON, STREET ASb. Site Site Type: ve 7 
Location: INTEZVALE. 2CEYLON ECEYION  Acreagre: 4.04 ‘7 
Weather Conditions: 


Evaluation Team: OF * Pt 
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Site Photograph 1 


Edge of park on 
Magnolia Street. 
Grass area to right 
being used to park 
vehicles. Chain 
link fence removed 
from front of court. 
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Site Photograph 2 


Grassed slope on 
left of basketball 
court needs mowing 
and weed removal. 


Site Photograph 3 


Terraced area, 
undeveloped. Desire 
lines down slope 
from upper level. 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 7 


Playing field grass 
very worn. 


Site Photograph 8 | 


Ad hoc placement 

of boulders to serve 
as vehicular access 
GONtLOL...sonornscut 
from Columbia Road | 
evident in worn 
path. 


Site Photograph 


Build-up of trash 
along fenceline 
by playground. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Ceylon Street Playground 
Location: Intervale and Ceylon Streets 


Acreage: 4.03 A 
Site Type: Playground 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessment: 


Ma jor Site Issues: 


Ceylon Street Playground is a large, very irregularly shaped playground at the 
intersection of Ceylon Street and Columbia Road. The park abuts Intervale Street 
and residences on the south, Magnolia Street on the west and Ceylon Street on the 
east. The park is largely surrounded by residential use except for some manufac- 
turing use adjacent to Columbia Road. 


A softball and soccer field are located on the eastern half of the park. To the west 
is a cobblestone wall above which is a very steep slope up to Ceylon Hill Park, 
residences and a basketball court. Below the basketball court are two terraces. 
One is gravel-covered with no apparent use and the lower one has a small 
playground. A restroom building is located near Columbia Road. 


Most benches and all the fountains are in poor to unusable condition. The sports 
lighting and walls are in good condition. Most of the fencing is in fair condition. 
The restroom is closed and vandalized. The basketball court is in fair to good 
condition. The playing fields are in fair to poor condition with large areas of 
worn turf. Most of the grass which is not within the playing fields is unmain- 
tained, full of weeds and debris. The few trees on site are in good condition and 
require only maintenance. 


Ceylon Street Playground appears uncared for and in deteriorated condition, with 
large unmaintained areas filled with debris. The site’s irregular shape and its very 
steep slope are physical constraints that make coherent site development difficult. 


The path system responds poorly to access points and location of facilities, 
resulting in many desire lines throughout. Vandalism, constraints on maintenance 
in some cases and lack of maintenance in others have rendered this park an 
eyesore. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 

Site Name: Ceylon Street Playground No.: RX-4 
Location: Intervale and Ceylon Streets 

Acreage: 4.03 A Site Type: Playground 

Site Description: Ceylon Street Playground is a large, very 


irregularly shaped playground at the intersection 
of Ceylon Street and Columbia Road. The park 
abuts Intervale Street and residences on the 
south, Magnolia Street on the west and Ceylon 
Street on the east. The park is largely 
surrounded by residential use except for some 
manufacturing use adjacent to Columbia Road. 


A softball and soccer field are located on the 
eastern half of the park. To the west isa 
cobblestone wall above which is a very steep 
slope up to Ceylon Hill Park, residences and a 
basketball court. Below the basketball court are 
two terraces: one gravel covered with no 
apparent use and the lower one with a small 
playground. A restroom building is located near 
Columbia Road. 


Condition Assessment: Most benches and all the fountains are in poor to 
unusable condition. The sports lighting and 
walls are in good condition. Most of the fencing 
is in fair condition. The restroom is closed and 
vandalized. The basketball court is in fair to 
good condition. The playing fields are in fair 
to poor condition with large areas of worm turf. 
Most of the grass which is not within the playing 
fields is ummaintained, full of weeds and 

debris. The few trees on site are in good 
condition, requiring maintenance. 


Major Site Issues: Ceylon Street Playground appears uncared for and 
in deteriorated condition, with large 
unmaintained areas filled with debris. The 
site’s irregular shape and its very steep slope 
are physical constraints that make coherent site 
development difficult. 


The path system responds poorly to access points 
and location of facilities, resulting in many 
desire lines throughout. Vandalism, constraints 
on maintenance in some cases and lack of 
maintenance in others have rendered this park an 
eyesore. 
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CITY OF BOSTON 
PARK EVALUATION 
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CITY OF BOSTON ; ie 
PARK EVALUATION SPORTS FACILITIES <a 
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CITY OF’ BOSTON NATURAL PARK 
PARK EVALUATION 


SITE NO. 


| QUANTITY CONDITION | LOCATION] MISC 
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CLLY OF BOSTON 
PARK EVALUATION 


Neighborhood: f0Yeur-Y ea MON 
) Site Name: CHILDZENS PAE. Site Type: Pla lot 

Location: INTEZVALE. ss Acreage: 0.214 

Evaluation Team:>fF 4 . Weather Conditions: 


Evaluation Date: <}-2%@ Sule 
Surrounding Land Uses: F2oAduhal ablowavans | 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 1 


View along Intervale 
Street. Graffiti 

on all surfaces, 
chain link missing 
from along front. 
Wall to left obscures 
view into park. 


Site Photograph 2 


Planting strip along 
back of park. Grass 
and trees in poor 
condition from heavy 
use of area and 
insufficient 
maintenance. Chain 
link missing. 


Site Photograph 3 


Trees confined in 
small tree pits. 
Swings unusable. 
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SITE NO. 


Site Photograph 4 


Sand play surface 


filled with trash 
and broken glass. 


Exposed concrete 


footings a safety 


problem. 


ite Photograph 5 


Ss 


No swing seats. 


Site Photograph 6 


Slide 
on bituminous concrete 


a problem. 


Playground 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 
Site Name: Children’s Park 
Location: Intervale Street 
Acreage: 0.21 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessment: 


Major Site Issues: 


Children’s Park is a small rectangular park on Intervale Street. The park is 
developed entirely with play structures. There are two narrow planting strips with 
grass and trees along the southern and eastern park edges. The park is enclosed 
with a low concrete wall which at one time had a chaindink fence on top of it. 
Now only the posts remain. Residential and commercial land uses surround the 
park. 


Most standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition except for the 
fencing, which is destroyed. Most of the play structures are in fair condition. 
However, one set of swings is unusable because the swings have been wrapped 
around the central support. A second set of swings and a small slide are in poor 
condition. The sand surface has glass and debris in it and there is a need for 
additional sand. The few site trees are in poor condition and the lawns have many 
bare patches. 


Children’s Park is subject to a great deal of use, for which it has not been 
adequately maintained. The encompassing fence has been destroyed. Use of steel 
picket rather than chain-link fencing would greatly improve the visual character 
of the site. The play structures need rehabilitation and the installation of a safety 
surface where there currently is bituminous concrete. Trees that have been 
planted in pits within the pavement are doing poorly and should be removed. 
Planting should be confined to the planting area, which provides greater porous 
surface around the trees, allowing root respiration and water intake. 
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Neighborhood: 

Site Name: Children’s Park No.: RX-5 
Location: Intervale Street 

Acreage: 0.21A Site Type: Playlot 

Site Description: Children’s Park is a small rectangular park on 


Intervale Street. The park is entirely developed 
with play structures. There are two narrow 
planting strips with grass and trees along the 
southern and eastern park edges. The park is 
enclosed with a low concrete wall which at one 
time had a chain link fence on top of it. Now 
only the posts remain. Residential and 
commercial uses surround the park. 


Condition Assessment: Most standard park built elements are in fair to 
good condition except for the fencing which is 
destroyed. Most of the play structures are in 
fair condition. However, one set of swings is 
unusable because the swings have been wrapped 
around the central support. A second set of 
Swings and a small slide are in poor condition. 
The sand surface has glass and debris in it and 
there is a need for additional sand. The few 
site trees are in poor condition and the lawns 
have many bare patches. 


Major Site Issues: Children’s Park is subject to a great deal of use 
and has not been adequately maintained to sustain 
it. The encompassing fence has been destroyed. 
Use of steel picket rather than chain link fence 
would greatly improve the visual character of the 
site. The play structures need rehabilitation 
and the installation of a safety surface where 
there currently is bituminous concrete. Trees 
that have been planted in pits within the 
pavement are doing poorly and should be removed. 
Planting should be confined to the planting area 
which provides greater porous surface around the 
trees, allowing root respiration and water 
intake. 
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CITY OF BOSTON arama oN 
PARK EVALUATION SPORTS FACILITIES SG. 
SITE NO 


CONDITION 


MATERIALS 
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CITY OF BOSTON 
PARK EVALUATION 


CONDITION 
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MATERIALS 


QUANTITY 
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BUILDINGS AND | 

PLAYGROUNDS he 

ACCESS, CIRCULATION 
AND PARKING 


SITE NO. 


ACCESS PARKING 


MATERIALS PRGANIZATION 
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CITY OF BOSTON Oe 
PARK EVALUATION 


SITE NO. 


| QUANTITY CONDITION | LOCATION] MISC 
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CITY OF BOSTON : 
PARK EVALUATION 


Neighborhood: #ov6v2: SITE NO. 
Bite Name: CHFFORD PLAYGPOUND Site Type: PliyavunA 
Location: NOfFOLK ¢ FzOCTOR- Acreage: TUK! 
Evaluation Team: oF 4kit ss Weather Conditions: 


Evaluation Date: 4:2: 7 


Surrounding Land Uses: fommweak, lv wal Some rerdahal. 
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Site Photograph 1 


Maintenance along this 
Side very difficult 
because of double 
edging with steel 
picket fence and 
guardrail. 


— 
== 


Site Photograph 2 


View into basketball 
court. Guard rail 

edge a good alternative 
to chain link fence. 


Site Photograph 3 


Basketball court. 
Needs some screening 
with trees at far end 
of site to reduce 
impact on park of 
busy road and nearby 
industrial area. 
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Site. Photograph 4 


Bleachers in poor 
condition. 


Site Photograph 5 


Parking lot. 


Site Photograph 6 


Bollards along edge 
a good alternative 
to chain link fence. 


‘Nim, 
™ me Ye 
- Oech ee erry — a ~~ 


> Heya ryekort erie 


Pi Pos Ton Des Le 


SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 7 


Tennis courts. 


Site Photograph 8 


Playground. 
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ww : oe : 


Double edge treatment 
unnecessary and 
dificult to keep 
clean of weeds and 
trash. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 

Site Name: Clifford Playground 
Location: Norfolk and Proctor Streets 
Acreage: 7.6 A 

Site Type: Playground 


en 


Site Description: Clifford Playground is a large, open, grassy site abutting Shirley Street on the 
south, Norfolk Avenue on the west, Proctor Street on the north and commercial 
use on the east. The park contains baseball, softball and little league fields, tennis 
and basketball courts and a playground. Commercial, industrial and residential 
land uses surround the site. 


Condition Assessment: The standard park-built elements are for the most part in good condition, except 
for the concrete bleachers at the baseball field, which are in fair condition, and the 
water fountains, which are unusable. The sports facilities are in fair to good 
condition except the infields, which all need improvement. The playground sand 
surface is extremely poor, with broken glass, rocks and exposed concrete footings. 
Most of the trees were recently planted and are in fair to good condition, although 
there are some that are in poor condition. One of the two large elm trees is dead 
and needs to be removed. 


Major Site Issues: Clifford Playground is surrounded by a rather bleak industrial landscape, so it 
offers the opportunity to provide a rich green contrast. There are many underutil- 
ized and peripheral areas which are barren at present and could be planted with 
groves of trees, softening the park landscape and partially screening the industrial 
buildings beyond. 


Use of bollards and steel picket fencing to control access in some places is a 
positive feature of the park. Along one edge, however, double edging with both 
fence and bollards makes maintenance of the strip between the two very difficult. 
Use of steel rather than wooden guardrails along some edges conveys a highway 
rather than a park-like message. Use of one type of access control structure 
throughout would better unify the park visually. Vehicular access control 
structures need to be installed at two points. 
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Neighborhood: 
Site Name: 
Location: 


Acreage: 7.6A 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessment: 


Major Site Issues: 


Clifford Playground No.: RX-6 
Norfolk and Proctor Streets 


DRAFT 


Site Type: Playground 


Clifford Playground is a large, open, grassed 
site abutting Shirley Street on the south, 
Norfolk Avenue on the west, Proctor Street on the 
north and commercial use on the east. The park 
contains baseball, softball and little league 
fields, tennis and basketball courts and a 
playground. Commercial, industrial and 
residential uses surround the site. 


The standard park built elements are, for the 
most part, in good condition, except for the 
concrete bleachers at the baseball field which 
are in fair condition and the water fountains 
which are unusable. The sports facilities are in 
fair to good condition except the infields which 
all need improvement. The playground sand 
surface is extremely poor, with broken glass, 
rocks and exposed concrete footings. Most of the 
trees were recently planted and are in fair to 
good condition, although there are some that are 
in poor condition. One of the two large Elm trees 
is dead and needs to be removed. 


Clifford Playground is surrounded by a rather 

bleak industrial landscape, and offers the , { 
opportunity to provide a rich green contrast. 
There are many underutilized and peripheral areas 
which are barren at present and could be planted 
with groves of trees, softening the park 
landscape and partially screening the industrial 
buildings beyond. 


Use of bollards and steel picket fence to control 

access in some places is a positive feature of 

the park. Along one edge, however, double edging 

with both fence and bollards makes maintenance of 

the strip between the two very difficult. Use of 

steel rather than wood guard rails along some 
edges conveys a highway rather than a park-like 


message. Use of one type of access control 
structure out would better unify the park 
visually. Vehicular access control structures 


need to be installed at two points. 
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CITY OF BOSTON 
PARK EVALUATION : 
MARCELLA STR SITE NO. 


; Neighborhood: foysur: 
Site Name: PAA Site Type: Aayyurd 
Location: MAFCELLA ¢ HIGHLAND igh EK oo 
Evaluation Team: — 4t_- Weather Conditions: 


Evaluation Date: al 'B7 Su 
Surrounding Land Uses: Readaitial | 
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Site Photograph 1 


New playground under 
construction with 
enclosed lawn area 
behind. 
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Site Photograph 2 | 


ae 
ae! 


New seating area 
with trees on Highland 
Avenue. 
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Site Photograph 3 


Existing basketball 
court in foreground 
and new court behind. 
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SITE NO. 


Site Photograph 4 


Softball field - poor 
grass in outfield 


and weeds growing on 
infield. 


Site Photograph 5 


Bleachers in poor 
condition. 
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Site Photograph 6 


Space between bleachers 
and fenceline an 
eyesore - encroachment 
by weeds and weed trees, 
and unauthorized 
dumping of trash. 
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Site Photograph 8 


Trash. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 

Site Name: Connolly Park 

Location: Ritchie Street and Highland Avenue 
Acreage: 3.0A 

Site Type: Playground 


Site Description: Connolly Park is a small half-circular playground abutting Highland and Ritchie 
Streets to the north, east and south and highway storage yards to the west. At 
present the basketball and tennis courts are under renovation and a new play- 
ground and sitting area is being installed. The western portion of the park is 
dominated by a massive, old concrete stadium around a basketball court with a 
softball field to its north. The city is also planning new ballfields, fencing and 
paths. 


Condition Assessment: Most of the facilities are presently under construction or renovation. The outfield 
area has very poor turf, with great amounts of weeds and bare areas. The concrete 
stadium needs new seating. Some small areas of concrete are spalling and need 
repair. The chain-link fences on the west and north sides of the stadium are in fair 
to poor condition. 


Major Site Issues: The layout of Connolly Park’s facilities is good, with ball courts and playgrounds 
close to and visible from the road. However, poor visibility into the area behind 
the park’s stadium has resulted in the dumping of-steten cars there. Additional dots 
trees along the embankment below Ritchie Street and evergreen plantings 
adjacent to the highway storage yards would screen unsightly views and greatly 
add to the park-like appearance of this playground. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Connolly Park No.: RX-7 
Location: Ritchie Street and Highland Avenue 

Acreage: 3.0A Site Type: Playground 

Site Description: Connolly Park is a small half-circular playground 


abutting Highland and Ritchie Streets to the 
north, east and south and highway storage yards 
to the west. At present the basketball and 
tennis courts are under renovation and a new 
playground and sitting area is being installed. 
The western portion of the park is dominated by a 
massive old concrete stadium around a basketball 
court with a softball field to its north. The 
City is also planning new ballfields, fencing and 
paths. 


Condition Assessment: Most of the facilities are presently under 
construction or renovation. The outfield area 
has very poor turf with great amounts of weeds 
seating. Some small areas of concrete are 
spalling and need repair. The chain link fencing 
on the west and north side of the stadium are in 
fair to poor condition. 


Major Site Issues: The layout of Connolly Park’s facilities is good, 
with ball courts and playgrounds close to and 
visible from the road. However, poor visibility 
into the area behind the park’s stadium has 
resulted in the dumping of stolen cars there. 
Additional trees along the embankment below 
Ritchie Street and evergreen plantings adjacent 
to the highway storage yards would screen 
unsightly views and greatly add to the park-like 
appearance of this playground. 
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Site Photograph 4 


Pathway worn across 
ballfield. 


Site Photograph 5 


Area of park under 
renovation. 


Site Photograph 6 


Under renovation. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Crawford Street Playground 
Location: Crawford Street and Walnut Avenue 


Acreage: 2.64 A 
Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessment: 


Major Site Conditions: 


Crawford Street Playground is an irregularly shaped site abutting a school and the 
Afro-American Cultural Center on the north and west, residences on the south and 
east, Crawford Street on the east and Walnut Street on the west. There is a right 
ofaway extending from the park to Abbotsford Street. Basketball courts located 
near Crawford Street are being removed and replaced with a passive use area. 
There is a softball field in the southwest portion of the site. A puddingstone wall 
edges the park along Crawford Street. There is a naturally wooded area in the 
southeastern corner of the site. Surrounding land uses are residential and institu- 
tional. 


The benches are almost all poor to unusable. The fence and paving are in fair 
condition. The softball field is in fair to poor condition and only marginally 
playable. Most trees are in good condition. The puddingstone wall along 
Crawford Street is broken up in several areas and needs reconstruction. The wall 
along Walnut Avenue is in good condition. City renovation plans include a new 
playground, benches, landscaping and pavement removal. 


Crawford Street Playground is presently in deteriorated condition. Many of its 
current problems will be addressed in the renovation work. The irregular shape of 
this park constrains its ability to be coherently developed and easily supervised. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


DRAFT 


Site Name: Crawford Street Playground No.: RX-8 
Location: Crawford Street and Walnut Avenue 


Acreage: 2.64 A 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessment: 


Major Site Conditions: 


Playlot 


Crawford Street Playground is an irregularly 
shaped site abutting a school and the 
Afro-American Cultural Center on the north and 
west, residences on the south and east, Crawford 
Street on the east and Walnut Street on the 
west. There is a right-of-way extending from the 
park to Abbotsford Street. Basketball courts 
located near Crawford Street are being removed 
and replaced with a passive use area. There isa 
softball field in the southwest portion of the 
site. A puddingstone wall edges the park along 
Crawford Street. There is a natural wooded area 
in the southeastern corner of the site. 
Surrounding land uses are residential and 
institutional. 


The benches are almost all poor to unusable. The 
fence and paving are in fair condition. The 
softball field is in fair to poor condition and 
only marginally playable. Most trees are in good 
condition. The puddingstone wall along Crawford 
Street is broken up in several areas and needs 
reconstruction. The wall along Walnut Avenue is 
in good condition. City renovation plans include 
a new playground, benches,: landscaping and 
pavement removal. 


Crawford Street Playground is presently in 
deteriorated condition. Many of its current 
problems will be addressed in the renovation 
work. The irregular shape of this park 
constrains its ability to be coherently developed 
and easily supervised. 
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CITY OF BOSTON 
PARK EVALUATION 
. Neighborhood: FoyBueY Thee 


Site Name: ELM HILL PAFK Site Type: PAVAve’ 
Location: WARFEN Acreage: O.\l A 
Evaluation Team:<4 3% Pott— Weather Conditions: 


Evaluation Date: AZ B77 Su 
Surrounding Land Uses: TATRA ALL 


ey 
ae A 


0 510 20 50 100 


To Ann py \ 


i sabe AP 


o“r? 2 . 


Sn TIA i if re 


Re ms ~* ae ; tie Pena. 
a ~ P : 
Syirr tey T 2 ie ¥ ay 
— —— <-> eh. ae ben at = Coal ; * 
t : p : e 
PAVkS wea Ae 2 | wind 
a Me FE NO FO ne 0 nee aa ; “ ae ‘e eo 
ie 7 WS eet) es Vieogh 
— _ ngs : Bre se, WO it _ - a io. a . + Or 
4 vy , ' ' : Aine 
oe | ghee anli~ntrebenkinn snin vee ae 


ae ; 7 » : ~ . i 


~ ‘ Nt oe GOV ost F oe = tagy, > is é a wes 1@ps Ave ee Le Cees imu © 


v 9 py ee OOFe 4 a 
~—- atte sors ” 
1 : é _ : ‘, 4 
7 ¥, wer ¢ % , 
= ’ ’ m1 me gdp reee' ‘ a ¢ 
; i ° yt A ‘ 
/ f — 1. 7 - ‘ 
; 7 Anna 
“ * igs bien @ © - ‘ ate»! gues hymn « 
: My ii ; : 
a" yi want 
: 4 ’ ~~ - ee 
~ - oe 9 ow aad 
iF 4 - 
ye? 4 *% 4 
, « Lee , 
- | - « 
i H : 7 
’ ,* - ‘ 

/ ) (ce oe ; 

‘ ; , y £ y ” } 4 

ae ; hh 
of he ‘ 4 af | é ‘tel ibe 


<= « 
“ a“ A 
o 7 ’ fi 
meng a 
: ‘nh qo tak A : 
oe ‘it iT? te o - = “ah 
C, : ® é ji - ry p & 4 t< 
tr ’ ei. 4 raare : 
i oe # " Aa rt 
‘ s 5 i ‘ ¥ 
° cand ea ' a 
( a i 
e. a ? 


SITE NO. 


Site Photograph 1 


View of park, a long, 
narrow green planted 
with two rows of 
trees. 


Site Photograph 2 


Most recent tree 
planting effort used 
a number of different 
species, not all 
well suited to the 
site. Small size 

of trees makes them 
vulnerable to damage, 
and many years before 
achieve good size. 


Site Photograph 3 _ 


Many original Norway 
Maples gone. Numerous 
flower tubs are 
maintained by block 
association. 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 4 


Stone edging around 
circular flower bed 
not easy to maintain. 


Site Photograph 5 


Tree root damage 
caused by installation 
or re-setting of 
curbs. 
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Site Photograph 6 


Most of original 
nay oie : Norway Maples in 
tt ent ree decline and need 
4 | . ee ee removal and replanting. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 
Site Name: Elm Hill Park 
Location: Warren Street 
Acreage: 0.16A 

Site Type: Square 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessment: 


Major Site Issues: 


M xiv-is ss 


————— eee 


Elm Hill Park is a very long parcel in the center of a cul-de-sac surrounded by 
residences. Along the site’s long sides there are rows of Norway maples. Much 
of the original planting is gone and what remains is in decline. Barrel flower 
planters line the park edges and several circular in-ground flowerbeds are laid out 
through the center of the park. 


The curb is in good condition. Most of the mature trees are in decline, and many 
small replacement trees are not doing well. The lawn needs renovation. 


The outstanding need at Elm Hill Park is to replant the tree rows with larger 
specimens than have been used. The most recent planting effort used a number of 
different tree species, not all well suited to the site. The small size of the trees 
makes them vulnerable to damage, and many years of growth are needed before 
they achieve a good size. A low-maintenance solution to the community’s 
interest in flower planting, such as several large curbed flowerbeds rather than 
many small areas of flowers, would also strengthen the visual impact of the 
flowers. The Elm Hill Park Improvement Association reportedly cares for the 
park. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


DRAFT 


Site Name: Elm Hill Park No.: RX-9 


Location: Warren Street 


Acreage: O.16 A 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessment: 


Major Site Issues: 


Site Type: Square 


Elm Hill Park is a very long parcel in the center 
of a cul-de-sac surrounded by residences. Along 
the site’s long sides there are rows of Norway 
Maples. Much of the original planting is gone 
and what remains is in decline. Barrel flower 
planters line the park edges and several circular 
in-ground flower beds are laid out through the 
center of the park. 


The curb is in good condition. Most of the 
mature trees are in decline, and many small 
replacement trees are not doing well. The lawn 
needs renovation. 


The outstanding need for Elm Hill Park is to 
replant the tree rows with larger specimens than 
have been used. The most recent planting effort 
used a number of different tree species, not all 
well suited to the site. The small size of the 
trees makes them vulnerable to damage, and 
requires many years of growth before they achieve 
a good size. A low-maintenance solution to the 
community’s interest in flower planting, such as 
several large curbed flower beds rather than many 
small areas of flowers, would also strengthen the 
visual impact of the flowers. The Elm Hill Park 
Improvement Association reportedly cares for the 


park. 
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SITE NO. 


SITE SUMMARY 


CITY OF BOSTON 
PARK EVALUATION 
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CITY OF BOSTON 
PARK EVALUATION 


MATERIALS 
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EHICULAR ACCESS 
AINTENANCE ACCESS 
ACCESS CONTROL: 
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CITY OF BOSTON | 
PARK EVALUATION 


Neighborhood:?Ox60FY SITE NO. 
Site Name: EZIE- ELLINGION 4. AGD.Site Type: Puaylet 
Location: PAE ¢EUINGTON _—s Acreage: .2>A 
Evaluation Team:“F St = Weather Conditions: 


Evaluation Date: 7'O:87 Emir 
Surrounding Land Uses: Kesuianal wievelo|xA_ let 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Erie-Ellington Street Playground 


Location: Erie and Ellington Streets 


Acreage: 0.23 A 
Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Erie-Ellington Street Playground is a small trapezoidal park on the comer of Erie 
and Ellington Streets. To the south is a vacant parcel of land and to the west are 
residences. A basketball court is located in the western half of the site. It is 
unclear whether or not the court is part of the park. It was built over the founda- 
tion of a former building and the base course fill has settled significantly. There 


“1S a sitting area with two small playgrounds and a spray pool in the eastern half of 


the park. The sitting area is shaded by mature linden trees. Surrounding land 
uses are residential or undeveloped. 


Most standard park-built elements are in good condition except for the paving 
which is in fair condition. The basketball court is unusable. The play structures 
are all in fair to good condition. There is a great deal of broken glass in the sand 
surface. The trees are in fair to good condition, and require only maintenance. 
Renovation of the park is scheduled by the city. 


Erie-Ellington Street Playground is poorly maintained and abused. The park is 
almost entirely paved except for sand play areas. Despite this predominance of’ 
paving, most of the linden trees have survived and are doing well. Additional 
planted areas would help to enliven and soften what is otherwise a harsh land- 
scape. 


Drinking in the park and the breaking of bottles has resulted in enormous amounts 
of glass not only in paved areas, but in the sand surface of the playground as well. 
The basketball court is totally deteriorated as a result of settlement and requires 
total reconstruction. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury DR A T 
Site Name: Erie - Elli n Street Pla No.: RX-10 


Location: Erie and Ellington Streets 
Acreage: 0.23 A Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: Erie - Ellington Street Playground is a small 
trapezoidal park on the corner of Erie and 
Ellington Streets. To the south is a vacant 
parcel of land and there are residences to the 
west. A basketball court is located in the 
western half of the site. It is unclear whether 
or not the court is part of the park. It was 
built over the foundation of a former building 
and the base course fill has settled 
Significantly. There is a sitting area with two 
small playgrounds and a spray pool in the easter 
half of the park. The sitting area is shaded by 
mature Linden trees. Surrounding land uses are 
residential and undeveloped land. 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park built elements are in good 
condition except for the paving which is in fair 
condition. The basketball court is unusable. 
The play structures are all in fair to good 
condition. There is a great deal of broken glass 
in the sand surface. The trees are in fair to 
good condition, requiring maintenance. 

Renovation of the park is scheduled by the City. 


Major Site Issues: Erie - Ellington Street Playground is poorly 
maintained and abused. The park is almost 
entirely paved except for sand play areas. 
Despite this predominance of paving, most of the 
Lindens have survived and are doing well. 
Additional planted areas would help to enliven 
and soften what is otherwise a harsh landscape. 


Drinking in the park and the breaking of bottles 
has resulted in enormous amounts of glass not 
only in paved areas but in the sand surface of 
the playground as well. The basketball court is 
totally deteriorated as a result of settlement 
and requires total reconstruction. 
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CITY OF BOSTON 
PARK HVALUATION 


Neighborhood: FOY BURY 

Site Name: EvSTis 4T. PLAY APFASite Type: PLajlst 
ication: EUST 14; PONMCRE Acreage: 0:23A 

Evaluation Team:Gt ?it | Weather Conditions: 


Evaluation Date: 4:22 UW 
Surrounding Land Uses: WoV LU Mz Al 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 1 


Edge around basketball 
court filled with 
trash. 


Site Photograph 2 


Fencing destroyed 
and edge overgrown 
with weeds. 


Photograph 3 


Play surface covered 
with glass and debris, 
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Site Photograph 4 


Sitting area along 
street edge overgrown 
with weeds. 


Site Photograph 5 


Site Photograph 6 


Neighborhood: Roxbury 

Site Name: Eustis Street Play Arca 

Location: Eustis, Hampden, Dunmore and Magazine Streets 
Acreage: 0.23 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


eee 


Site Description: Eustis Street Play Area is a small rectangular site abutting Eustis Street and a 
vacant lot on the north, a residence on the east, and the back of a commercial 
block and parking lot above a high stone wall on the west. The park has a 
basketball court with seating along Eustis Street. Self-established trees are 
growing near the wall at the south edge of the park. A chain-link fence surrounds 
the park. Surrounding land uses are residential, commercial/industrial and 
undeveloped. 


Condition Assessment: The benches and sports lights are in fair to good condition. The chain-link fence 
is in very poor condition. The basketball court is in good condition except for one 
broken rim and one of the backboards. As a whole, however, the park is full of 
broken glass and debris. 


Major Site Issues: Broken glass, dumping of trash and lack of maintenance has resulted in an 
extraordinary build-up of litter and an extremely unattractive park. Eustis Street 
Play Area is in great need of cleanup and maintenance. The trees along the back 
of the park should be thinned to better provide shade and color for the park. A 
planting strip along the street might be considered to enliven what now appears to 
be a barren, weed-edged lot. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Eustis Street Play Area : No.: RX-11 
Location: Eustis, Hampdon, Dunmore and Magazine Streets 


Acreage: 0.23 A 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessment: 


Major Site Issues: 


DRAFT 


Site Type: Playlot 


Eustis Street Play Area is a small rectangular 
Site abutting Eustis Street and a vacant lot on 
the north, a residence on the east, the back of a 
commercial block and parking lot above a high 
stone wall on the west. The park has a 
basketball court with seating along Eustis 
Street. Self-established trees are growing near 
the wall at the south edge of the park. A chain 
link fence surrounds the park. Surrounding land 
uses are residential, commercial/industrial and 
undeveloped land. 


The benches and sports lights are in fair to good 
condition. The chain link fence is in very poor 
condition. The basketball court is in good 
condition except for one broken rim and one of 
the backboards. As a whole, however, the park is 
full of broken glass and debris. 


Broken glass, dumping of trash and lack of 
maintenance has resulted in an extraordi 

build-up of litter and an extremely unattractive 
park. Eustis Street Play Area is in great need 
of cleanup and maintenance. The trees along the 
back of the park should be thinned to better 
provide shade and color for the park. A planting 
strip along the street might be considered to 
enliven what now appears to be a barren, 
weed-edged lot. 
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Evaluation Team: GF * %t— Weather Conditions: 
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Site Photograph 1 


Recent maintenance 
of slope along 
Brookside Avenue. 
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Site Photograph 2 
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Cobblestone sloped 
play area in 
foreground, empty 
Creerpits, to right 
and in paved plaza 
in middle left. 
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Site Photograph 3 


Play area. Sand 

safety surface needs 
weeding. Empty tree 
pits beyond. 
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SITE NO. 


Site Photograph 4 | 


Entry steps and ramp 
from Cornwall Street. 
Trees in planting 
strip along left 
doing well. 


Site Photograph 5 Me 


Entry to court - court 
converted from 
basketball to street 
hockey? 


Site Photograph 6 


Mainté@nance on 

either side of base 
of chain link fence 
difficult. Grassed 
slope too steep for 
mowing. 
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Site Photograph 
Paved play area with 
Swings. Graffiti 

on asphalt. 


Site Photograph g 


Memorial stone with 
plaque removed. 
Sign too high for 
easy visibility. 


Site Photograph 9 


Linden - recently 
pruned, and 
vandalized. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 

Site Name: Flaherty Playground 

Location: Cormwall Street and Brookside Avenue 
Acreage: 1.32 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


eee 


Site Description: Flaherty Playground is a trapezoidal park on the comer of Cornwall Street and 
Brookside Avenue. A school abuts the park on the south. The formerly sloping 
site has been regraded into two terraces. Near the corner of Brookside and 
Comwall Streets there is a large lighted paved area which appears to once have 
had two basketball courts. At present there is one street hockey goal. Along the 
eastem edge is a sitting area with benches and a few of the original trees. Along 
the south edge is a large playground and sitting area. The perimeter of the park is 
entirely enclosed with chain-link fencing. Nearby land uses are residential and 
institutional. 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park-built elements are in good condition except for the pedestrian 
lights, which vary considerably from good to unusable condition. The large 
paved sports area is in good condition, although it needs play fixtures. The 
playground structures are all in fair to good condition. The sand surface is in fair 
condition. The remaining trees are for the most part in good condition. One tree 
has been badly vandalized. The grassy areas are mostly in good condition and are 
some of the most scenic features of this park. 


Major Site Issues: Flaherty Playground is in fairly good condition. However, the site lacks facilities. 
The one large paved sports area for basketball or street hockey has no appurte- 
nances to make it usable. The playground has only metal climbers and swings. 
The sitting area is provided with only two benches. 


The use of chain-link fencing appears excessive around the park and could be 
eliminated in several locations. The slope along Brookside Avenue is too steep to 
be easily maintained. Additional trees would greatly improve the appearance of 
the park. . 
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DRAFT 


Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Flaherty Playground No.: RX-lla 
Location: Cornwall Street and Brookside Avenue 

Acreage: 1.32 A Site Type: Playlot 

Site Description: Flaherty Playground is a trapezoidal park on the 


corner of Cornwall Street and Brookside Avenue. 
A school abuts the park on the south. The 
formerly sloping site has been regraded into two 
terraces. Near the corner of Brookside and 
Cornwall Streets there is a large lighted paved 
area which appears to have once had two 
basketball courts. At present there is one 
street hockey goal. Along the eastern edge isa 
sitting area with benches and a few of the 
original trees. Along the south edge is a large 
playground and sitting area. The perimeter of 
the park is entirely enclosed with chain link 
fencing. Nearby land uses are residential and 
institutional. 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park built elements are in good 
condition, except for the pedestrian lights which 
vary considerably from good to unusable 
condition. The large paved sports area is in 
good condition, however, needs a 
The playground structures are all in fair to good 
condition. The sand surface is in fair 
condition. The remaining trees are for the most 
part in good condition. One tree has been badly 
vandalized. The grassed areas are mostly in good 
condition and are some of the most scenic 
features of the park. 


Major Site Issues: Flaherty Playground is in fairly good condition. 
However, the site lacks facilities. The one 
large paved sports area for basketball or street 
hockey has no appurtenances to make it usable. 
The playground has only metal climbers and 
swings. The sitting area is provided with only 
two benches. There were presumably more at one 
time. 


The use of chain link fence appears excessive 
around the park and could be eliminated in 
several locations, facilitating maintenance and 
reducing the image of confinement that it 
presently conveys. The slope along Brookside 
Avenue is too steep to be easily maintained. 
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Improvements such as construction of a low 
retaining wall would reduce the slope and 
alleviate the problem. Additional trees would 


greatly improve the appearance of the park. 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph iL 


View along edge at 
Dudley Street - 
currently being 
renovated. 


Site Photograph 2 __ 


Under renovation. 


Site Photograph a5) 


Entrance into park 
from Folsom Street. 
Ballfield to left. 
Grass on slope 
eroded by foot 
trattic, 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 4 


Outfield in need 
of renovation. 


Site Photograph 5 


Edge along Howard 
Avenue. Fence 
damaged at far 
end. Grass in 
poor condition. 
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Site Photograph 6 


View into park from 
entrance on Howard 
Avenue. Foot 
traffic eroding 
grass on slope. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 

Site Name: Hannon Playground 

Location: Howard Avenue, Harlow and Dudley Streets 
Acreage: 1.69 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


SS 


Site Description: Hannon Playground is a trapezoidal park prominently located on Dudley Street 
between Howard Avenue and Folsom Street. Howard Avenue abuts the park on 
the southwest. There is a softball field in the center of the park, graded to create a 
steep embankment that slopes up to the corner of Harlow and Folsom Streets. 
Surrounding land uses are residential, commercial and institutional. 


Condition Assessments: The park area adjacent to Dudley Street is undergoing renovation. The standard 
park-built elements that are not being renovated vary considerably in condition. 
The fencing and sports lights are for the most part in good condition. The 
pedestrian paving is in fair condition. The metal bleachers are unusable. The 
softball field is in very deteriorated condition except for the backstop, which is in 
good condition. The outfield has very little grass coverage, and there are depres- 
sions and evidence of poor percolation. 


Major Site Issues: The presence of only a few trees throughout Hannon Playground gives the park a 
barren and uninviting appearance. The need for access points at the corner of 
Folsom and Harlow Streets as well as Harlow and Howard Streets is evidenced by 
holes cut in the perimeter fence at these points. Other worn paths throughout the 
site suggest the need to redesign the pedestrian circulation system. The present 
location of paths along the Howard Avenue edge, as well as the grade at that 
edge, create sloping patches of grass that are difficult to maintain. The few 
ballfields available in this area of Roxbury indicate that the facilities in Hannon 
Playground are under heavy use and require additional attention beyond present 
maintenance levels. 
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DRAFT 


Neighborhood: 

Site Name: Hannon Playground No.: RX-13 
Location: Howard Avenue, Harlow and Dudley Streets 

Acreage: 1.69A Site Type: Playlot 

Site Description: Hannon Playground is a trapezoidal park 


prominently located on Dudley Street between 
Howard Avenue and Folsom Street. Howard Avenue 


Softball field in the center of the park, graded 
to create a steep embankment that Slopes up to 
the corner of Harlow and Folsom Streets. 
Surrounding land uses are residential, commercial 
and institutional. 


Condition Assessments: The park area adjacent to Dudley Street is 
undergoing renovation. The standard park built 
elements not being renovated vary considerably in 
condition. The fencing and sports lights are for 
the most part in good condition. The pedestrian 
paving is in fair condition. The metal bleachers 
are unusable. The softball field is in very 
deteriorated condition except for the backstop 
which is in good condition. The outfield has 
very little grass coverage, and there are 
depressions and evidence of poor percolation. 


Major Site Issues: The presence of only a few trees throughout 
Hannon Playground gives the park a barren and 
uninviting appearance. The need for access 
points at the corner of Folsom and Harlow as well 
as Harlow and Howard Streets is evidenced by 
holes cut in the perimeter fence at these 
points. Other worn paths throughout the site 
suggest the need to redesign the pedestrian 
Circulation system. The present location of 
paths along the Howard Avenue edge, as well as 
the grade at that edge, create sloping patches of 
grass that are difficult to maintain. The few 
ballfields available in this area of Roxbury 
indicate that the facilities in Hannon Playground 
are under heavy use and require additional 
attention beyond present maintenance levels. 
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BLEACHERS 

BOLLARDS 

CATCHBASINS © 

DRINKING FOUNTAINS 

DUMPSTERS 

GAME TABLES 

LIGHTING 
PEDESTRIAN: 
PARKING/ROAD : 

MONUMENTS 

PICNIC TABLES 

RAILINGS 

SERVICE GATES 
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WATER FEATURES 
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AGE DISTRIBUTION: 


BUILDINGS AND 
PLAYGROUNDS 


ACCESS, CIRCULATION 
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PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION 
EHICULAR CIRCULATION 
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CITY OF BOSTON 
PARK EVALUATION 
) Neighborhood: FoxBuey cre a 


Site Name: HAFFIS FPAZK Site Type: fascve Fake 
Location: TOWNSEND, WALNUTEMONEOEA Creage: 2.264 
Evaluation Team: 34 Bt. Weather Conditions: 
Hvaluation Date: 2 D7 


Surrounding Land Uses: Reade ha 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 1 


Entrance from corner 
of Townsend and Harold 
Streets. Recent site 
improvements —- brick 
paving and wooden 
bollards - out of 
character with rest 

of site. 


Site Photograph 20 


Well-graded walkways, 
gently rolling lawn 

and groves of trees - 
outstanding character 
of site. 
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Site Photograph 3 _ 


BAS 


View along top of 
outcropping of 
puddingstone. 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 4 


Entrance from corner 
of Townsend and 
Walnut Streets. 
Concrete cheekwalls 
and patched wall 
stark contrast with 
quality and character 
of surrounding wall. 


Site Photograph 5 


Memorial plaque - 
painted. 
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Site Photograph 6 


Pig ! ual ee at UP enh ee ee Play equipment and 
ei te | passive recreation 
facilities. 
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SITE NO. 


maintenance vehicle 


Drainage 
swales at edges of 


sidewalk provide 


access. 


access wide enough 


for vehicles. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Harris Park 


Location: Walnut Avenue, Townsend and Munroe Streets 


Acreage: 2.36 A 
Site Type: Passive Park 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


eee 


Harris Park is a somewhat square, passive park surrounded by Townsend Street 
on the south, Walnut Avenue on the west, Munroe Street on the north and Harold 
Street on the east. On the far side of the encompassing streets there are 19th 
century multi-family dwellings and townhouses. The park is enclosed by a three- 
foot puddingstone wall. A sidewalk surrounds the park. The predominant 
landscape features are extraordinary puddingstone rock outcroppings amid groves 
of magnificent oak and sweetgum trees. Numerous curvilinear concrete pathways 
move through the rolling topograhy, with many sitting areas throughout. A brick 
sitting area is located at each of the park’s three entrances. 


All standard park-built elements, with few exceptions, are in good condition. As 
a whole, the trees and grass are in good condition. However, there are bare lawn 
areas under the tree canopies. 


Harris Park, with its sensitive naturalistic design and outstanding scenic features, 
is an extraordinary landscape park. Although further improvements can be made, 
its present condition is good and serves the neighborhood well. 


Recent site improvements, including tree planting and the addition of peripheral 
sitting areas, could have been better executed or integrated into the original 
naturalistic design. Given the special nature of this park landscape, tree work 
should only be undertaken with the supervision of a knowledgeable horticulturist 
or landscape architect. Planting of shrubs could provide additional richness and 
interest to the park. 


The grade against the inside edge of the wall along Harold Street was once much 
higher, and slight berming of the ground against this inside wall edge would make 
its height less overpowering. The park is inaccessible from this edge, and seems 
to need an access point here. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 
Site Name: Harris Park 


DRAFT 


No.: RX-14 


Location: Walnut Avenue, Townsend and Munroe Streets 


Acreage: 2.36 A 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Site Type: Passive Park 


Harris Park is a somewhat square, passive park 
surrounded by Townsend Street on the south, 
Walnut Avenue on the west, Munroe Street on the 
north and Harold Street on the east. On the far 
Side of the encompassing streets there are 19th 
century multi-family dwellings and townhouses. 
The park is enclosed by a three-foot puddingstone 
wall. A sidewalk surrounds the park. The 
predominant landscape features are extraordinary 
puddingstone rock outcroppings amidst groves of 
magnificent Oak and Sweetgum trees. Numerous 
curvilinear concrete pathways move through the 
rolling topograhy, with many sitting areas 
throughout. Three brick sitting areas are 
located at the park’s three entrances. 


All standard park built elements, with few 
exceptions, are in good condition. As a whole 
the trees and grass are in good condition. 
However, there are bare lawn areas under the tree 
canopies. 


Harris Park, with its sensitive naturalistic 
design and outstanding scenic features, is an 
extraordinary landscape park. Although further 
improvements can be made, its present condition 
is good and serves the neighborhood well. 


Recent site improvements including tree planting 
and the peripheral sitting areas, have not been 
well executed or well integrated into the 
original naturalistic design. Given the special 
nature of the park landscape, tree work should 
only be undertaken with the supervision of a 
knowledgeable horticulturist or landscape 
architect. Planting of shrubs could provide 
additional richness and interest to the park. 


The grade against the inside edge of the wall 
along Harold Street was once much higher, and 
slight berming of the ground against this inside 
wall edge would make its height less 
overpowering. The park is inaccessible from this 
edge, and seems to need an access point here. 
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CITY OF BOSTON | 
PARK EVALUATION 


SITE NO. 
y Neighborhood: PoxBury | i 
Site Name: HIGHLAND PARK. Site Type: My) -Dwzo<e Pale 


Location: Forr ¢ SeecuGlen, Acreage: 364A 
Evaluation Team: SF “#17 - Weather Conditions: 


Beech Glen Street 


SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 1 


View showing water 
tower on high point, 
maintenance access 
gate and puddingstone 
outcrops. 


Site Photograph 2 


One of main accesses | 
into site with 
puddingstone boulders | 
and shrub plantings. 

Base of water tower 


behind. 


Site Photograph 3. 


Willow trees and 
pedestrian walkway 
along edge of park. 
Grass in need of 

improvement. 


| SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 4 


View from high point 
of park showing 
panoramic vista of 
City and also outline 
of paving delineating 
outline of previously 
existing fort. 
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HIGHLAND PARK 


tise known ea: Fort Hill Perk 
tormerty Rozbury High Fort 


ards Eee es eres | §=Site P hotograph 5 
AG cae Se 


Py Wn 18¥5 (he pert was Geegned by the famous lendacape 

Y A ‘ ° a archnect Frecerich Law Olmsted Plans included restore: 

. Non of (he standpipe and the fort s sertnworks se well ee pud : = Tat 
° Gingstone walle walkways benches and pientings : i igs eee ar Monument Fe 

, in 1912 Ihe same firm designed plantings for grounds * Y ae , 

eGded to enlarge ine Perk. However. by thie time Mr . ‘ 
Onnated Ned retired and he wae not personally invotved in the 
Geeign of the new section. 


erected by «City of Boston Department of Parks and 
Recreetion 1984 
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Site Photograph 6 


Play equipment. 


2 
SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 7 


Outcroppings of 
puddingstone. 


Site Photograph g 


Entrance to park 
showing newly: installed 
brick sidewalk. 


Site Photograph 9 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 
Site Name: Highland Park 


Location: Fort Avenue and Beech Glen Street 


Acreage: 3.64 A 


Site Type: Multi-Purpose Park 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


ME xiv-24 


—————— eee 


Highland Park is a small passive park area designed by Frederick Law Olmsted 
and located on the highest promontory in Roxbury. The park is highlighted bya 
fanciful tower housing a water standpipe. Concrete paths wind through the site 
following the contours of the land. Handsome puddingstone walls edge the park 
on the west along the northern half of Beech Glen Street and along Fort Hill 
Avenue. High rock outcroppings edge the park along the lower half of Beech 
Glen Street. The ground surface undulates considerably, with rock outcroppings 
scattered throughout. There are groves of naturally occurring trees and some 
planted trees, including an impressive stand of willows. A series of triangular 
concrete seatwalls around the tower presumably follow the footprint of the 
original 18th century fort. Two commemorative stones are located on site. 
Swings and a slide have been situated in one area of the park. Surrounding land 
uses are residential. 


Most standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition. With one 
exception, the globes and bulbs of the Victorian-style lights are broken. The 
puddingstone wall is beginning to heave out in several areas. Although it is not in 
immediate danger of collapse, its repair should be scheduled. The trees are 
largely in good condition. The grass coverage is very good except in some areas 
near the play structure. 


Highland Park is a unique site with distant views, a delightful tower and an 
exceptional landscape of rolling meadows punctuated by rocks and mature trees. 
With minimal development and _ knowledgeable maintenance, this park can 
continue to be a premier landscape for the city. Any necessary repair work, such 
as to the walls, should be carefully undertaken to ensure that the high standard of 
original workmanship is maintained. Any landscape improvements should be 
carefully considered in light of the park’s exceptional design and historic signifi- 
cance. Supervision of the park is very difficult due to its topography and its 
height above the street. 
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DRAFT 


Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Highland Park No.: RX-15 

Location: Fort Avenue and Beech Glen Street 

Acreage: 3.64A Site Type: Multi-Purpose Park i 
Site Description: Highland Park is a small passive park area 


designed by Frederick Law Olmsted and located on 

the highest promontory in Roxbury. The park is 

highlighted by a fanciful tower housing a water 

standpipe. Concrete paths wind through the site . 
following the contours of the land. Handsome | 
puddingstone walls edge the park on the west 
along the northern half of Beech Glen Street and 

along Fort Hill Avenue. High rock outcroppings 

edge the park along the lower half of Beech Glen 

Street. The ground surface undulates 

considerably, with rock outcroppings scattered 

throughout. There are groves of naturally 

occurring trees and some planted trees including 

an impressive stand of Willows. A series of 

triangular concrete seatwalls around the tower 

presumably follow the footprint of the original 

18th century fort. Two commemorative stones are 

located on site. Swings and a slide have been 

sited in one area of the park. Surrounding land 

uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park built elements are in fair to 
good condition. With one exception, the globes 
and bulbs of the Victorian-style lights are 
broken. The puddingstone wall is beginning to 
heave out in several areas. Although not in 
immediate danger of collapse, its repair should | 
ce Y Uee be scheduled. The trees are largely in good 
condition. The grass coverage is very good 
except in some areas near the play structure. 


Major Site Issues: Highland Park is a unique site with distant 
views, a delightful tower and an exceptional 
landscape of rolling meadows punctuated by rocks 
and mature trees. With minimal development, and 
with knowledgeable maintenance, this park can 
continue to be a premier landscape for the City. 
Any necessary repair work, such as to the walls, 
should be carefully undertaken to ensure that the 
high standard of original workmanship is 
maintained. Any landscape improvements should be 
carefully considered in light of the park’s 
exceptional design and historic significance. 
Supervision of the park is very difficult due to | 
its topography and its height above the street. 
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Site Name: HOWES fMAYGFOUND Site Type: [wit Purpose Pate 
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ocation: WINTHEOP, FAIRLAND ©MOEWND Acreage: -B8A 
Evaluation Team:GF 43 Rit Weather Conditions: 


Evaluation Date: 4:22: 67 | 
Surrounding Land Uses: Salient | 
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Site Photograph 4 


Outcrop of puddingstone 
and natural vegetation 
in center of park - 
outstanding scenic 
feature. 


Site Photograph 5 


Shelter and playground. 


Site Photograph 6 


Swings and picnic area. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 
Site Name: Howes Playground 


Location: Winthrop, Fairland and Moreland Streets 


Acreage: 1.88 A 


Site Type: Multi-Purpose Park 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: _ 


Major Site Issues: 


oo SSSSSSSSFSFFSSFFsFsmsmsmsFhFeFeseseseseMh 


Howes Playground is a small, somewhat trapezoidal park abutting Winthrop, 
Fairland and Moreland Streets on the north, west and south and residences on the 
east. The park is highlighted by a naturally wooded promontory of puddingstone 
outcropping. On the south edge is a shelter, picnic and game tables, and benches 
surrounding a playground. A concrete path winds around the wooded outcrop- 
ping. There are picnic tables and benches on the northern edge of the park. The 
park is almost entirely enclosed with a chain link fence, except along Moreland 
Street where there is a steel picket fence with concrete bollards. A steep slope 
falls down to the eastern edge of Winthrop Street along the park. Surrounding 
land uses are residential. 


This park has been recently improved and all standard park-built elements (except 
for the trash receptacles) are in good condition. The shelter is in fair condition 
and the playground equipment, curbing and play surface are in fair to good 
condition. The plants are mostly in good condition. However, some recently 
installed trees are in poor condition, or dead, and shrubs in some small areas need 
replacement. The grass is in good condition. 


Howes Playground is an extraordinary small park in remarkably good condition 
with little evidence of abuse. It is well-designed to make maximum use of the 
delightful wooded rock outcropping. 


The formal path system is a major issue because it does not respond well to the 
northeast and southwest corners of the park. A hole cut into the fence in the 
northeast corner with a worn path in the grass gives evidence of this. The steep 
slope along Winthrop Street is difficult to maintain, so is unmowed and full of 
trash. A low wall to reduce this slope should be considered. 
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DRAFT 


Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Howes Playground No.: RX-16 
Location: Winthrop, Fairland and Moreland Streets 

Acreage: 1.88 A Site Type: Multi-Purpose Park 

Site Description: Howes Playground is a small, somewhat trapezoidal 


park abutting Winthrop, Fairland and Moreland 
Streets on the north, west and south and 
residences on the east. The park is highlighted 
by a naturally wooded promontory of puddingstone 
outcropping. On the south edge is a shelter, 
picnic and game tables and benches surrounding a 
playground. A concrete path winds around the 
wooded outcropping. There are picnic tables and 
benches on the northern edge of the park. The 
park is almost entirely enclosed with a chain 
link fence, except along Moreland Street where 
there is a steel picket fence with concrete 
bollards. A steep slope falls down to the 
eastern edge of Winthrop Street along the park. 
Surrounding land uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: This park has been recently improved and all 
| standard park built elements (except for trash 

receptacles) are in good condition. The shelter 
is in fair condition and the playground 
equipment, curbing and play surface are in fair 
to good condition. The plants are mostly in good 
condition. However, some recently installed 
trees are in poor condition, or dead, and shrubs 
in some small areas need replacement. The grass 
is in good condition. 


Major Site Issues: Howes Playground is an extraordinary small park 
in remarkably good condition with little evidence 
of abuse. It is well designed to make maximm 
use of the delightful wooded rock outcropping. 


The circulation system is a major issue because 
it does not respond well to the northeast and 
southwest corners of the park. A hole cut into 
the fence in the northeast corner gives evidence 
of this. The steep slope along Winthrop Street 
is difficult to maintain and is unmown, and full 
of trash. A low wall to reduce this slope should 
be considered. 
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PARK EVALUATION 


. Neighborhood: Foy. 6UFY ae 

‘3 Site Name: JEEP JONES PARK Site Type: PF Au ate 
Location: FoymuEY, KING). bUbieyY Acreage: |.43 A 
Evaluation Team: GF Weather Conditions: 
Evaluation Date: A = bd 
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SITE NO. 


Site Photograph 1 


View up slope from 
obstacle course to 
lookout tower. 
Naturally wooded slope 
between. 


Site Photograph 2 


Pedestrian access 
from King Street. 
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Site Photograph 3 


Obstacle course 
equipment. 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 4 
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Spray area (not 
functioning) and 
encroachment by 
weeds. 
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Site Photograph 5 


Play area and remains 
of timber play 
structure. 


Site Photograph 6 


Trash build-up 
within walls of 
sitting area. 
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git Site Photograph '7 
View across basketball 
court and weed 


growth along cracks. 


Site Photograph ry 


Main entrance to 
site from Roxbury 
Street. 


Site Photograph 9 


Seating structure 
by basketball court. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 

Site Name: Jeep Jones Park 

Location: Roxbury, New Dudley and King Streets 
Acreage: 1.63 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


—————————————— eee 


Site Description: Jeep Jones Park is a small, irregularly shaped park consisting of two levels, the 
lower level abutting King and New Dudley Streets and the upper one abutting a 
school, with minimal frontage on Roxbury Street. The upper level has a basket- 
ball court with concrete bleachers, a small concrete spray pool, a sand play area, 
game tables, and a treehouse or overlook. Plantings are protected by low brick 
retaining walls or are located away from major use areas. The lower level is an 
open, grassy triangular area with wooden structures of unknown use in one 
comer. There is a steep, wooded slope between the two levels that is traversed by 
a series of concrete stairs. Surrounding land uses are residential, commercial and 
institutional. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park-built elements and basketball court surface are for the most part 
in good condition. The only standard built elements in poor condition are the 
pedestrian lights, which have broken fixtures. The basketball rims are all broken 
and are reported to be very weak, able to be repeatedly broken after two to three 
weeks of play. The sand play area and spray pool are unusable. The plantings are 
almost all in good condition. The turf areas are poorly maintained and full of 
trash and weeds. 


Major Site Issues: Jeep Jones Park has several outstanding features, most particularly its extensive 
grassy areas, wooded slopes, and a topography which affords spectacular views of 
the city. Inadequate maintenance is the major problem for this park, the result of 
which has rendered most facilities unusable. There is little vandalism here. 


The use potential of the lower level of the site has not been determined, and 

should be. 

Fencing around the park, from 10 to 20-feet high, is overly restrictive. Removal ( x 
of these fences would make this park more inviting. Maintenance of thick 

vegetation on the slope of this site is also important, to stabilize the slope. 
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DRAFT 


Neighborhood: 

Site Name: Jeep Jones Park No.: RX-18 
Location: Roxbury, New Dudley and King Streets 

Acreage: 1.63 A Site Type: Play Lot 

Site Description: Jeep Jones Park is a small, irregularly shaped 


park consisting of two levels, the lower level 
abutting King and New Dudley Streets and the 
upper one abutting a school and with minimal 
frontage on Roxbury Street. The upper level has 
a basketball court with concrete bleachers, a 
small concrete spray pool, a sand play area, game 
tables, and a treehouse or overlook. Plantings 
are protected by low brick retaining walls or are 
located away from major use areas. The lower 
level is an open, grassy triangular area with 
wooden structures of unknown use in one corner. 
There is a steep, wooded slope between the two 
levels that is traversed by a series of concrete 
stairs. Surrounding land uses are residential, 
commercial and institutional. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park built elements and basketball 
court surface are for the most part in good 
condition. The only standard built elements in 
poor condition are the pedestrian lights which 
have broken fixtures. The basketball rims are 
all broken and are reported to be very weak, able 
to be repeatedly broken after two to three weeks 
of play. The sand play area and spray pool are 
unusable. The plantings are almost all in good 
condition. The turf areas are poorly maintained 
and full of trash and weeds. 


Major Site Issues: Jeep Jones Park has several outstanding features, 
most particularly its extensive grassy areas and 
wooded slopes and its topography which affords 
spectacular views of the City. Inadequate 
maintenance is the major problem for this park, 
which has rendered most facilities unusable. 
There is surprisingly little vandalism here, 
despite the fact that the site sits behind a 
school, housing and small commercial block and 
has little road frontage, where the recreational 
facilities are located. 


The use potential of the lower level of the site 
has not been realized, and its best use should be 
determined.. It does not necessarily require 
extensive development, but it should be 
maintained in order that it can be at least 
passively used. The wooden structures in this 
area do not appear to serve a purpose, and should 
most likely be removed. 
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FARK EVALUATION 7 
Neighborhood: ROXBURY Pre 
‘Site Name: KING scHOOL FAEK Site Type: Pl4ylet 
Location: |NTERVALE ¢COLleuS _ Acreage: 1.184 ) 
Evaluation Team: OF 37> Weather Conditions: : 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 1 


Game tables and 
shade trees adjacent 
to basketball. 


Site Photograph 2 


Circulation across 
site. Desire line 
joining pavement 

from left. 


Site Photograph 3 


Fencing missing. 
Evidence of fire. 
Necessary to have 
vehicular access 

control. 
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SITE NO. 


Site Photograph 4 
All benches unusable. 
Wind-swept trash 
blown over top of 
slope behind benches 
and collecting at 
base. 


Site Photograph 5 |. 
Paved seating area 

with shade trees. 

Wall provides sense 

of privacy. 


Site Photograph 6 — 
View of park edge 
along Intervale Street. 
Trees planted on 
inside edge of fence - 
limited growing 
environment. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 

Site Name: King School Park 

Location: Intervale Street and Coleus Park 
Acreage: 1.18 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: King School Park is a small sloping site with puddingstone rock outcroppings on 
the corner of Intervale Street and Coleus Park. To the north is a high school. The 
school’s parking lot abuts the park’s west boundary. The site has tennis and 
basketball courts terraced along Intervale Street. Two sitting areas are provided, 
one adjacent to the school parking lot at the school entrance and the other at the 
comer of Intervale and Coleus. Above a slope with puddingstone outcroppings is 
a second basketball court. Groves of pine trees are planted along a diagonal 
pathway that traverses the slope. Surrounding land uses are residential and 
institutional. 


Condition Assessments: The walls, some of the fencing, the paving, and most of the game tables are in 
good condition. The benches are in poor to unusable condition. The fencing 
around the upper basketball court has been entirely destroyed. The courts are all 
in good condition. However, lines need repainting. The trees are in fair to poor 
condition, some showing signs of stress. The grass is very poor and full of weeds 
in most areas of the park. 


Major Site Issues: The puddingstone rock outcroppings are outstanding scenic features of King 
School Park, and the use of evergreen trees for a lush and green year-round 
landscape is positive. However, the design of the park does not successfully 
address the difficulties posed by a sloping site with large rock outcroppings. 
Rather than treating the rock formation as an asset of the site, it has been dealt 
with as a problem to avoid. Sports facilities have been situated above and below 
this feature, connected by a ramp-like path. This fragments the site and wedges 
the passive landscape area between two similar active sports facilities. Location 
of tennis courts at the bottom rather than at the top of the slope necessitates a 
fence in a place that collects wind-borne trash. The circulation system does not 
adequately respond to need, indicated by desire lines or undesignated paths in 
several places throughout the site. 


This park is in poor condition and has been subject to extensive vandalism. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


DRAFT 


Site Name: King School Park No.: RX-19 
Location: Intervale Street and Coleus Park 


Acreage: 1.18 A 


Site Description: 


Major Site Issues: 


Site Type: Playlot 


King School Park is a small sloping site with 
puddingstone rock outcroppings on the corner of 
Intervale Street and Coleus Park. To the north 
is a high school. The school’s parking lot abuts 
the park’s west boundary. The site has tennis 
and basketball courts terraced along Intervale 
Street. Two sitting areas are provided, one 
adjacent to the school parking lot at the school 
entrance and the other at the commer of Intervale 
and Coleus. Above a slope with puddingstone 
outcroppings is a second basketball court. 

Groves of Pine trees are planted along a diagonal 
pathway that traverses the slope. Surrounding 
land uses are residential and institutional. 


The walls, some of the fencing, the paving, and 
most of the game tables are in good condition. 
The benches are in poor to unusable condition. 
The fencing around the upper basketball court has 
been entirely destroyed. The courts are all in 
good condition. However, lines need repainting. 
The trees are in fair to poor condition, some 
showing signs of stress. The grass is very poor 
and full of weeds in most areas of the park. 


The puddingstone rock outcroppings are 
outstanding scenic features of King School Park, 
and the use of evergreen trees for a lush and 
green year-round landscape is positive. However, 
the design of the park does not successfully 
address the difficulties posed by a sloping site 
with large rock outcroppings. Rather than 
treating the rock formation as an asset of the 
site, it has been dealt with as a problem to 
avoid. Sports facilities have been sited above 
and below this feature, connected by a ramp-like 
path. This fragments the site and wedges the 
passive landscape area between two similar active 
sports facilities. Location of tennis at the 
bottom rather than the top of the slope 
necessitates a fence in a place that collects 
wind-borne trash. The circulation system does 
not adequately respond to need, indicated by 
desire lines or undesignated paths in several 
places throughout the site. 

This park is in poor condition and subject to 
more vandalism than is evident in other Roxbury 
parks. 
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Neighborhood: #OYe2ULY SITE NO. 


ite Name: UNG =TeEEr FA. _ Site Type: Higa lLytT 
Location: KING 4 Koxegy | Acreage: 0.32 
Evaluation Team: @ 3 i Weather Conditions: 


Evaluation Date: Par ZOO, een GLa | 
Surrounding Land Uses: at Randal Daowlaza PEA 
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Site Photograph 4 


Upper level, showing 
graffiti, deterioration 
of benches and 

invasion by weeds. 


Site Photograph 5 


Lower level - 
graffiti, weeds. 


Oat. al 1g 


Site Photograph 6 


Lower level used as 
storage or dumping 
for brush. Debris 
dumped in spray 

pool. 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 1 


Main entrance to 
site - showing 

surrounding brick 
walls, pillars amd 
memorial plaque on 
wall. 


Site Photograph 2 


Side wall along 
King Street. 


Site Photograph 3 


Main access through 
park, and park's 
focal point. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 

Site Name: King Street Play Area 

Location: King and Roxbury Streets 
) Acreage: 0.32 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: King Street Playlot is a terraced mall enclosed by an elaborate brick and concrete 
wall. It is bordered by King Terrace, Long Street and Roxbury Street on the 
north, east and south and a residence on the west. An eight-foot high brick wall 
edges the park along Roxbury Street, with large wooden gates leading to an upper 
paved terrace. Below formal double stairways are four spray pool areas. Enclos- 
ing the park on all sides are brick and concrete walls with some open areas for 
wood fencing. Surrounding land uses are residential, recreational and undevel- 


oped. 
Condition Assessment: Although some of the walk and stairs are in good condition, the park is com- 
pletely unusable and in ruins. It requires complete restoration in order to be 
me. functional. 
Major Site Issues: The elaborate detail on the walls of King Street Playlot is quite impressive. 
= However, the site’s appropriateness for park use needs careful consideration. The 
) space is entirely surrounded by walls, offering no visibility into the different park 


areas. Its complex construction makes it more difficult to maintain. Because 
there is no vehicular access into this park, all maintenance actions require extra 
effort. This space is nevertheless special and deserves careful study for appropri- 
ate re-use. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


DRAFT 


Site Name: King Street Play Area No.: RX-20 
Location: King and Roxbury Streets 


Acreage: 0.32 A 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessment: 


Major Site Issues: 


Site Type: Playground 


King Street Play Area is a terraced mall enclosed 
by an elaborate brick and concrete wall. It is 
bordered by King Terrace, Long Street and Roxbury 
Street on the north, east and south and a 
residence on the west. An eight foot high brick 
wall edges the park along Roxbury Street with 
large wooden gates leading to an upper paved 
terrace. Below formal double stairways are four 
spray pool areas. Enclosing the park on all 
Sides are brick and concrete walls with some open 
areas for wood fencing. Surrounding land uses 
are residential, recreational and undeveloped 
land. 


Although some of the walk and stairs are in good 
condition, the park is completely unusable and in 
ruins. It requires complete restoration in order 
to be functional. 


The elaborate detail on the walls of King Street 
Play Area is quite impressive. However, the 
site’s appropriateness for park use needs careful 
consideration. The space is entirely wall 
enclosed with no visibility into the different 
park areas. Its complex construction makes it 
more difficult to maintain. Because there is no 
vehicular access into this park, all maintenance 
actions require extra effort. This space is 
nevertheless special and deserves careful study 
for appropriate re-use. 
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CITY OF BOSTON 
PARK EVALUATION 


>) Neighborhood:kox BURY _ a 
Site Name: KITTREDGE PARK Site Type: QAWVAVE | 
Location: HIGHLAND <¢LiINWoom Acreage: Ia A 
Evaluation Team: 21 Weather Conditions: 
Evaluation Date: ‘22 B man | 
Surrounding Land ae | AddahAL 
Site Plan 
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SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 1 


Concrete bollards 
with chains protect 
plantings from 

trampling. 


Site Photograph 2 


Concrete walls 
enclosing seating 
areas are low and 
do not block views 
in. 


Site Photograph 3 _ 


Bolts for chains 
on bollards missing 
along half of 
periphery. 
Consequently, 
trampling has killed 
grass and exposed 
tree roots. 


SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 4 


a ener 


Partially enclosed 
outdoor spaces 
inviting. Overall 
condition of site 
improvements good. 
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Site Photograph 5 


Grass throughout 
park in very poor 
condition. Tree 
growth, however, is 
quite good. 
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Site Photograph 6 


One bollard has been 
broken, most likely 
by impact of car. 
Some graffiti. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 
Site Name: Kittredge Park 
Location: Highland Avenue 
Acreage: 0.13 A 

Site Type: Square 


Site Description: Kittredge Park is an elongated oval plaza in the center of Highland Street. It has 
several brick and granite sitting areas enclosed by curved concrete walls. Planting 
beds frame the park and the sitting areas. Access is controlled with concrete 
bollards and chains. Groves of trees are located to shade the park. Surrounding 
land uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: All park-built elements are in good condition except for one concrete bollard 
which is broken. The chain is missing around almost half of the park. Trees are 
in good condition. Shrub beds need replanting and the grass is in very poor 
condition. 


Major Site Issues: ny Kittredge Park’s design has responded to the need for both enclosure and separa- 
tion from the road as well as connection to the surrounding neighborhood. Low 
walls provide both separation and visibility. The missing chain has allowed 
circulation through planting beds with resultant destruction of grass and shrubs 
and exposure of tree roots. The hardware holding the chain appears to be too 
weak. This connection to the post should be replaced with heavy-duty hardware. 
Aeration of turf areas and replanting of grass and shrubs would greatly improve 
the appearance of this park. 
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DRAFT 


Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Kittredge Park No.: RX-21 
Location: Highland Avenue 

Acreage: 0,13.A Site Type: Square 

Site Description: Kittredge Park is an elongated oval plaza in the 


center of Highland Street. It has several brick 
and granite sitting areas enclosed by curved 
concrete walls. Planting beds frame the park and 
the sitting areas. Access is controlled with 
concrete bollards and chains. Groves of trees 
are located to shade the park. Surrounding land 
uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: All park built elements are in good condition 
except for one concrete bollard which is broken. 
The chain is missing around almost half of the 
park. Trees are in good condition. Shrub beds 
need replanting and the grass is in very poor 
condition. 


Major Site Issues: Kittredge Park’s design has responded to the need 
for both enclosure and separation from the road 
as well as connection to the 
neighborhood. Low walls provide both separation 
and visibility. The missing chain has allowed 
circulation through planting beds with resultant 
destruction of grass and shrubs and exposure of 
tree roots. The hardware holding the chain 
appears to be too weak. This connection to the 
post should be replaced with heavy-duty 
hardware. Aeration of turf areas and replanting 
of grass and shrubs would greatly improve the 


appearance of this park. 
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SITE NO. 


SITE SUMMARY 


CITY OF BOSTON 
PARK EVALUATION 
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CITY OF BOSTON eo el | 
PARK EVALUATION SPORTS FACILITIES (er) 
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BANGBOARD 
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SURFACE 
NET POLES 
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INFIELD 
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CITY OF BOSTON PLAYGROUNDS 
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CITY OF BOSTON NATURAL PARK 
PARK EVALUATION 
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CITY OF BOSTON 5 
PARK EVALUATION as 


-~. Neighborhood: foysaoz AES. 
Site Name: LAMBEeT AVENUE FLZD Site Type: Pla lot | 
Location: AMBEZT, WILLMONT Doze. Acreage: 0.48 A 


Evaluation Team:G= *#tH - Weather Conditions: 
Evaluation Date: lew! WW 
Surrounding Land’ Uses: J 
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Site Photograph 1 


Entrance from Lambert 
Avenue. Shows stone 
wall in good condition, 
granite posts and 
mature shade trees. 


Site Photograph 2 


Rotten tree should 

be removed. Earth 
banked up on side 

edge of surrounding 
wall to provide grassed 
bank for play. 


Site Photograph 


Play structures under 
shade tree. 


SITE NO. 
Site Photograph 4 


Entrance from Dorr 
Street showing 
walkway to upper 
level play area. 
Spray area at right. 
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Site Photograph 5 


View from upper play 
area showing missing 
fencing, overgrown 
play surface, old- 
fashioned play 
equipment and 
subsidence in pavement. 


Site Photograph 6 


Puddingstone stone 
wall failing in 
some areas. 
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DRAFT 


Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Lambert Avenue Playground No.: RX-22 

Location: Lambert Avenue, Millmount and Dorr Streets 

Acreage: 0.68 A Site Type: Playlot 

Site Description: Lambert Avenue Playground is a small square play 
area enclosed by puddingstone walls. Entrances 


are framed with large granite bollards. The park 
abuts Dorr Street on the west, Lambert Avenue on 
the south and Millmont Street on the north. It 
abuts private residences on the west. The park 
has very rolling topography, some rock : 
outcroppings and many trees, including an 
enormous Sophora, a mature Beech and an Austrian 
Pine. A hedge lines the edge of the park along 
Millmont Street and part of Lambert Avenue. 
Several paths wind through the park, and there 
are three developed play areas throughout. 
Surrounding land uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: Most areas of the bituminous concrete pathway are 
in fair to good condition, however some areas 
have settled leaving holes and large depressions 
in the walk. Half the benches are in good 
condition, while half are in poor condition. The 
lights are all vandalized and unusable. The 
playground equipment is deteriorated and needs 
restoration. The sand surface is entirely gone, 
and weeds and sprouting trees are growing under 
play equipment. The spray pool appears in good 
condition. The hedge is unpruned and needs 
rejuvenation. The lawn is in fair condition. 

The puddingstone wall along Millmont Street is 
neo collapsing. 


Major Site Issues: Lambert Avenue Playground exhibits some special 
park features - rolling grass areas, large trees, 
beautiful stone walls and a path system 
well-aligned with the topography. However, it is 
in deteriorated condition due to lack of 
maintenance and some degree of vandalism. It is 
in need of considerable restoration both to built 
and to natural elements. Park furniture needs 
renovation or replacement and the playground 
areas need renovation. The wall along Millmont 
Street needs immediate attention. Many trees 
require pruning, while other naturally occuring 
trees should be thinned out. The access control 
structure needs a new chain. 
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